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Doris Behrens-Abousef, The Minarets of Cairo, The 14

AUC Press, Cairo, 1985, pp. 70-71:
“Unlike previous Cairene minarets,..., the minaret of
Qalaeun is set at a distance from the entrance. It stands
on the northern corner of the building wiiki mausoleum
dome and the rest of the complex to its rear. From this
exposed position it faces Bab al-Nasr and Bab al-Futuh,
the starting point for the post-investiture processions,
which began with Salah al-Din, ended after the death of
Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad in 1341. The inscription of
the minaret start on the northern side, facing the road”.
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«_..there are numerous features in the Mamluk madrasa
of Caire which cannot be explained by its ritual and
teaching functions, and these also occur in other
menumental types where they seem equally inapplicable
to the primary function of the building. Moreover, they
comprise precisely those elements of the Mamluk style
which make the strongest and most immediate
impression on the observer: the great domes, the
towering minarets, the monumental portals. All these
features, I believe, must be interpreted as at least
partially secular in intent: the portal and the dome stem
from a cycle of princely self-glorification, while the
minaret’s function was never wholly religious”.
R. Stephen Hmphreys, “The Expressive intent of the
Mamluk architecture of Cairo: A preliminary essay”, in
Studia Islamica, 35, 1972, pp. 69-119.
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