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encountered, rather, one house stands directly rexily to the other
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Summary of Khartoum City

After the departure of the Daftardar, Khartoum’s houses were built of
branches of trees and hides. Ten years afier the Conguest, Khartoum became
definitely the seat of the Sudan Government. The city of Sennar had previcusly
held that position, but owing to its insatubrity, the governors-general moved
their quarters to Wad Medine shortly afterwards. In 1830 Khurshid pasha
chosed the confluence of the White and Blue Niles a5 a quarter for his officers
to watch over the operations of the two armies, he had despatched to
Taka and Kordofan. He built a munition store and a private residence;
and thus was founded the city of Khartoum for strategical and administra-
tive purposes. The choice of Khartoum, was agocd ideal. Itis Commanding
the White and Blue Niles, with Sennar and Taka on one side, Kordofan and
Darfour on the other, its central position made it an Hmponum for all the
trade that came from central and Estern Africa. From Khartoum the
governors general were able with more efficiency to keep awatchful eye on the
neighbouring provinces, while punitive expeditions were easily fitted out and
despatched without loss of time whenever tidings came of the numerous local
risings that broke out during that particular period. Within ten years the
population of Khartoum increased enormously. In 1839 the town was form-
ally declared the capital of the Egyptian Sudan. Asa prominant frading centre
Khartoum had attracted many Levantine aiid Eurcopean merchants as well
as adventurers. It had by that time already gaind a notoriety for being one
of the leading markets for the sale and purchase of slaves and ivory. There
seems no doubt that this unenviable reputation was acquired owing to
the administration of the conquerers.

In the capital, the government buiit a hospital and barracks zmd planned
the streets and made them wider. The native population in the capital were
encouraged to build better houses. The government sold tmm bncm stones
and other building materials at cost, so that the standard of housing might be
raised.

Khartoum had destroyed during the Darvishes rebellion of 1885 where
general Gordon was killed. The Anglo-Egyptian armies had recovered the
Sudan, in the same time, the two government had repaired the ruins which were
made by the Darvishes armies.

The town, as approached from the White river, presents a mass of dirty
grey houses, overtopped by a smgle minaret, and in front lies a sterile sandy
plain without trees or bushes. It is entered by a long narrow street, stretchmé
from west to east and terminating in the market. This street is dxrty in the
extreme, and bordered by mud houses, whose doors are their only openings
to the street. In other parts of the town there is no semblance of regularity;
the houses are of all sizes and shapes, and the streets mere labyrinths. Here
and there are open spaces large enough for gardens, and even for corn-fields.
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The street above mentioned is the best in Khartoum; it contains the Gover-
nor, is residence, and many spacious mansions belonging to Turks, Copts,
and Arabs. All the other houses are of a miserable description, consisting
of sun- dried clay, cemented with cow-dung and slime. In the market-place
the mosque is built of brick, and here also are the bazar, coffee-houses, brandy
shops. In addition to the buildings already mentioned there is a Coptic and
a Roman Catholic chapel, a Roman Catholic shool, an infirmary, a gaol,
and barracks. In 1899, Khartoum was ruled by England and Egypt.

Dr. El Sayed Youssef Nassr
History and African Studies Department.
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