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The Canadian Sabre Aircraft Deal (1953-1956):
A Study of the Egyptian-Israeli Arms Race.

Abstract:

With the July 23, 1952 revolution, interest in arming the
Egyptian army began. Building a strong national army was one
of the main goals of the revolution, and achieving this required
providing the necessary weapons and equipment for the army.
However, Britain and the United States refused to respond to
Egyptian arms requests, in implementation of the Tripartite
Declaration. Despite this, Washington resorted to a cunning
tactic to supply Tel Aviv with weapons, by pressuring some
Western countries, including Canada, to supply Tel Aviv with
American-made or Western weapons .This study examines
Egypt's stance on the Canadian Sabre (F-86) aircraft deal with
Israel. When Cairo discovered that Tel Aviv was seeking to
acquire these aircraft, the Egyptian Air Force requested the
purchase of 40 planes of the same type in June 1955.
Discussions regarding Egyptian and Israeli requests to
purchase these aircraft with the Canadian administration
continued until Gamal Abdel Nasser announced the Czech
arms deal. Israel took advantage of the situation to renew its
appeal to Western leaders to supply Tel Aviv with weapons, in
order to correct the imbalance in the balance of power in the
Middle East region, as perceived by Israel. Ottawa then agreed
to supply Israel with Sabre aircraft at a rate of four planes per
month, and continued to do so until the Canadian Cabinet
decided on October 31, 1956, to suspend arms shipments to
Israel following the Tripartite Aggression against Egypt.

Keywords:
July 23, 1952 Revolution - Sabre aircraft (F-86)-Tripartite
Declaration- Czech arms deal - Tripartite Declaration - Arms
race - Near East Arms Coordinating Committee (NEACC).



eY Yo j‘:‘):’. cgsi\i‘\ 9)'.4.-\ cOM\) deé\.wj\ Sdall cc&}w dxolr gg\ﬂ\ s P

dadial)
(5 paall Gl mluy Hlaia¥) fay a)40Y glgy YY 5,55 old as
Al s ISy 5l A ) Bl aal (58 ik Glus sl OIS Cua
:%u\ Jsall Cuzad ‘dh s il o U a5 u,;\z\ BEYIg
‘;;M\@m‘cmuwumm«hg uln.u.n\}u_ﬂaj
QJ.;A\MSJ‘)A‘AAL»\ unﬂ\_ﬂ\ CL:;.}LML_\.\.}\ d.IJ‘JAy 6‘.3.\5\.@_1.‘\} M_u‘):d\ d}.ﬂ\
Ape
«"um UA LE}AAS\ g_ﬁ}d\ LA&‘— c}.al\ c«\A&;\ M\Jﬂ\ olh d}&
S Calin CaSy ¢(2) 40121 401) Sl (ATl b Zpi€l) il il
gl et ) (03 ) 54l aaf Capal g s V) (55l dihie & =Sl (5 g
Aalal) A8 5 b gl )l o il AeS 8 e LSl &
IS ) Al ol ey eae Aualin g ccall 301 (50 il m) el
(AT -al) b 2ol ) ylally il 105 b ¢ 5 Agddall (al 2 Y)
d)\AuAL_ILc}aA)AM AT M\Ji\ U‘SL‘JJ C_\L.n.\]\ Jaa olA.i d)mnj\ daﬁl\ Q)
i ) Wl LG e V1 G 8 bl Blans s 1S oY 1 2 laa Bae
cdlall e Lg).u‘mj\ a8 gall L\SL\ PERNNY (/\T L_e\) oule al itk o)yl
Akl e e yilal Ly
Lgie (Y 5l (pe 220 e AlaY) ) A Al Cangd
S i) Uy el ol 5 e (o Jana s Y1 (380 (8 bl (Sloss dia e
f kel 38 8 12
ddlaie b luil) Bl 1S Joan A 31 S5 e iUy 5l (il gall (IS s |
Painy 4y jlat @l sal dai Ll o cdans Y G5l
el Cad gl i€ e dazall jae Lgieadinl ) cul g il gl La |
(AT -il) s il < jidally Syl
“\:}‘).AAAM‘L:\AJBJ\ EJ\)}&JL_’}L;Q wy)ds.&.\au\)ﬂ\ Gaale | a8 g
Documents on 4l A Jall 5 ) 5 3y Al 5 cnaall (5wl Cand )Y
obaall e 2 i) il ) «Canadian External Relations
Aabis ) A V) 5 Ay 2l aal yall 5

A



Lleyaen — 140w ) ol ml 3 miw &S o jllal) dddes

T g (3 ) (b peloacl) Blaen g 10IS Y o

Ca - eall OLSD ol - 2 jall (5 all 4y jSuall Ay ded)
) Gulae ey e aclug JUl (pe Al A sad laalasiad ) cplacidd
LSl Clalaa) (e o yd sal jdaall el V964 Guhwef Ny b
il Laaie @llalg () 3£ ale oy alie | (8 Jil ) s 4y 2l Jgall
uu:u).uu_ﬁu;\_mu); cu.u).ud\ a\_ﬁad.c\ﬁdpg_au\.ﬂad\ LL':\L.U.:}H
uﬁ;da.u}‘)[\@).uﬁ\ &Bﬂ\dﬁu\ﬁ)ﬁ”u\_uh&w‘_r‘suﬁ)_ﬂ\
MU\S_HMBQ MLMHAAL.»Y\ J\.J.A;\Lr‘s ).L;J\ 04)3 J\JM\
i yo G i i 4 Jlad CilS (Al gl 8 el ol 18 e 88 e
o gall 138 3 a3 8 JaY) W gany il Cuil Gl ¢ gual) 3L ac 8 3 Lealal
S 5aY) Al raal 5 050 ae b (pal 355 AaluL jeae dlaa) (3l oo
(has Y 3l Ailaie A Ao Leal) 4aaY) cilag i) (e g 53 4l e

(o JAaai A yall J5all A8 ja 8 daa a5k a) 40 ale By aag
3aalae o gaady 1900 Jo pl VY 8 paliall Ay pall daalall ulas i 58
saalaal) @l o U a8y i pall Jsall G (s0baiBY) ¢ gl 5 & jidall g 1ol
3lal () saalaall Jgati o 845 €S 288 S 5aY) 3ol Y ) zle il
Calal sl o3 @l () 58 o ~8a0 S LaS dlil pul) Cilelaie V) g0 50 A ad
b sdadl) Al l5 [l gal Lgie dd glae (g o jall 3 shanidl o Ny (e
Tripartite 20 g yaill Y404 gl a Yo b ki 85yl
Lty 5 e o 91 (3 -1 o) 3] A sl Jsa W) duless J o Declaration
Gl A0 J gad) A jlae Gandaly oy ol (8 J V) 25 (LS g ¢l i g
A all L (e dadiall Ll o () ST e ) 5 oyl (s el
o A (oalaa ¢ saim B Led Hlaiis o AV Ay all o sall 5 AaluY) ol il
il sl e MVl 8 Jsalloda sa5 ¢ oo il glaaly Jalall oY)
Cara G s m By kY Gl Ashais e plaad) 8 Lglle e
Jsll mladsale) & plaill salely elld g ¢(Jal ) ol e 5a N ey paail]
Jsall Ll 5 ez paaaill 1ags J sV aliall 8 dgimall Jii) paal (S5 ol UM ¢y 5ol
Al

CGsman |5l sf calin 88 cdais W) 3 i) 8 lil) (Bl g 123K (e L
e Al Al Sl caidl g a1 969 ale iy ae ddlaiall 8 - D)

VATV 21900 ) Sl a5 yean o gebal) las (e Sy e il sall 2 jibia 55l (V)
FECYYoa Y VA cclubad) Al 5o dland o jadl 38 5l ¢ kb

VAT ol Jaiad) 1y calal ¢ Yoa (il 5 3 pana ) jS3a ;a5 3 sena (1)
AR

\CA



eY Yo j‘:‘):’. cgsi\i‘\ 9)'.4.-\ cOM\) deé\.wj\ Sdall cc&}w dxolr gg\ﬂ\ s P

LS el ) (o) 3 A s YY) o5 ) plall 8LSaa 8 gl ) ¢ paaad
w%‘)ﬁ};)ﬁ\_ﬁ‘“i ﬁmﬁécc-maﬁ\o.a_ﬁljﬁ*iuj&ﬁé\}
G 18 3 OS5 a1 1S (o (g a2 W e 5 ¢ gemn ) gl 43S0 Chipmunk
saaiall ASlaall e sSa (s Lgin ale aalas ellia LS 88 SO gyl
Al b Lgle (o saaial) dubud) l yialy Vs L 55 saaiall <Y i
A Sl 5 a8l 8l ) sl Ml Bl 3ol 31 8 alenY) ane Ly gyl
e lee Gl uliall e laal) Lgh 508 (5 siase (358 Aakaiall 8 2L Y
ub\)lam‘ﬁ\)kmud;d;\uﬂcdjﬂ\dja@w\@mdw
allall e e 3all 138 85 pdadll Cile ) juall
=Y G-l 8 Aal Y G Aad DA oy il J oo il a8
2 Near East Arms Coordinating Committee (NEACC) (<L)
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(®) Documents on Canadian External Relations,Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Europe and The Middle East, Part 3, Middle East, Section B, Israel:
Export of ARMS, DEA/50000-B-40, Memorandum from Acting
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs to Secretary of State for
External Affair, Secret, Ottawa, April 12th, 1954, Export OF Arms to
Israel, p. 20.
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Documents on Canadian External Relations,VVol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section A, Consultations,
DEA/50000-A-40, Memorandum from Head, Economic Division to
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa,
November 30 th, 1955, p. 546.

(°) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripartite_Declaration_of 1950

(°) Documents on Canadian External Relations,Vol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section A, Consultations,
DEA/50000-A-40, Memorandum from Head, Economic Division to
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Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa,
November 30th, 1955, p. 546.
) ‘\YYuacé:\\.uJ\&JA\;).}LAd)L(V)
capaall (g ) ot )Y ¢y paall da Jall 3 ) 55 35 1 alall dae 8l G Hla (A)
G5 ) o sheSuly &y ) Bpm il ey ¢Aoa/YY/TA Cale ¥o 0 Alains
b ¢ e () Ol paat e sl ylasl ady by s 5513
408 paiu
(9) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 19, Chapter IX
,Western Europe and the Middle-East, Part 3, Middle East, Section B,
Israel, Sub-Section I, Export of Arms, DEA/50134-40,Memorandum
from European Division to Economic Division, Secret, Ottawa, June
18th, 1953, Export of Arms To Israel, (Attention: Mr. Wilson)59, p.
984.
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(11) Documents on Canadian External Relations,Vol. 19, Chapter 1X
,Western Europe and the Middle-East, Part 3, Middle East, Section B,
Israel, Sub-Section | , Export of Arms, DEA/50000-B-40,
Memorandum from Acting Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Top Secret, Ottawa,
September 28th, 1953, Note on Conditions in the Middle East in
Relation to Arms Exports From Canada, p. 985.
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(**) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section B, Egypt, DEA/50134-
40, Memorandum for Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret,
Ottawa, October 20th, 1955, p. 552.
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( Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Europe and the Middle East, Part 3, Middle East, Section B, Israel:
Export of Arms, DEA/50000-B-40, Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Ambassador in United States, Telegram EX-65, Secret.
Important, Ottawa, April 22nd, 1954, Sale of Jet Aircraft to Israel,
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Reference: Your WA-2377 of Oct. 19, 1953. Repeat London No. 510
(Ref. My telegram 1765 of Oct. 26/53), p.703.

( Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Europe and the Middle East, Part 3, Middle East, Section B, Israel:
Export of Arms, DEA/50000-B-40, Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Ambassador in United States, Telegram EX-65, Secret.
Important, Ottawa, April 22nd, 1954, Sale of Jet Aircraft to Israel,
Reference: Your WA-2377 of Oct. 19, 1953. Repeat London No. 510
(Ref. My telegram 1765 of Oct. 26/53), p.703.

Y2 ( Loc. Cit.

(*Y) Loc. Cit.
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(*?) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Ambassador in United States to Secretary of State for External
Affairs, Telegram WA-724, Secret, Important, Washington, April
26th, 1954, Sale of Jet Aircraft to Israel, Reference: Your telegram
EX-655 of April 22, p. 704.

(*®) Ibid, Europe and the Middle East, Part3, Middle East, Section B,
Israel: Export of Arms, DEA/50000-B-40, High Commissioner in
United Kingdom to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Telegram
430, Secret. Important, London, April 27th, 1954, Export OF F-86'S
to Israel, Reference: Your telegram No. 510 of April 22 (received
April 23), p. 705.

) Ibid, Secretary of State for External Affairs to Ambassador in
United States, Telegram EX-1132, Secret, Ottawa, June 28th, 1954,
Sale of Jet Aircraft to Israel Reference: Your teletype WA-724 of
April 26, Repeat London No. 931, p. 706.
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(*®) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Secretary of State for External Affairs to Ambassador in United
States, Telegram EX-1132, Secret, Ottawa, June 28th, 1954, Sale of
Jet Aircraft to Israel Reference: Your teletype WA-724 of April 26,
Repeat London No. 931, p. 706.

Mg oYY 5adsi IV o180 568 Y) (Gl Lsle Clabas g sl) Ol LT (Y)
Lo Al 5 ¢z e Aaala 8 Apnalad) a3 A S8 Lty 81 G gin 51 S Aay
) (3 O sy Laila Lgaia a5 eagfie 43 JU in by jall SLEl 3l
el g Basiall LY gl (sl Qi Y ) s Jae dssdi Cgll Jag 13 £4 Gl sasiall
SYA0AY a s lall gl sl 5 dgae 4iili ) (Jo3LaS (V4041900 ) aid) 1aa 4
#1550 G Ll el 5 (VA1 4T 0) A8l 5 adeill 3 ) ) g3 43l] 3¢ 5 (171
Al e 1Y€ ale diag ¢ (VAVEYATT) da Al ) 5055 a5 (14112141
Qe gl S dmala 100 )
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?g=cache:UaH1IBilLAJ:
https://www.aljazeera.net/encyclopedia/icons/2014/9/3/%25D8%25A
2%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A5%25D9%258 A%25D8
%25A8%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586+&cd=3&hl=ar&ct=cInk&gl=e

g.

(*") Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Europe and the Middle East, Part3, Middle East, Section B, Israel:
Export of Arms, DEA/50000-B-40, High Commissioner in United
Kingdom to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Memorandum
from Acting Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs to
Secretary of State for External Affairs [SU'52'] SECRET, [Ottawa],
June 30th, 1954, p. 707.
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(*®) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 20, Chapter VI,
Europe and The Middle EAST, Part3, Middle East, Section B, Israel:
Export OF Arms, DEA/50000-B-40, Memorandum from Head,
Economic Division to Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Top Secret, Ottawa, September 16th, 1954, Sale OF Arms to
ISRAEL, p.710.
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(*°) Documents on Canadian External Relations,Vol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section B, Egypt, DEA/50000-
C-40, Memorandum from Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa,
September 9th, 1955, p. 549.

(Y Ibid, Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section B, Egypt,
DEA/50000-C-40, Memorandum from Under-Secretary of State for
External Affairs to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret,
Ottawa, September 9th, 1955, p. 549.

(*?) Loc. Cit.
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Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section B, Egypt, DEA/50000-
C-40, Draft Memorandum from Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa,
September 29th, 1955, p. 551.

(34) Ibid, Cabinet Decision, Confidential, Ottawa, September 26th,
1955, Meeting of September 16th, 1955, Export of Saber Aircraft to
Egypt, p. 549.

) Documents on Canadian External Relations, Vol. 21, Chapter VI,
Middle East, Part 1, Western Europe, Section B, Egypt, DEA/50000-
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C-40, Draft Memorandum from Under-Secretary of State for External
Affairs to Secretary of State for External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa,
September 29th, 1955, p. 551.

(37) Ibid, Section C, Israel, DEA/50000-B-40, Memorandum from
Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs to Secretary of State for
External Affairs, Secret, Ottawa, December 1st, 1955, Arms For
Israel, p. 559.
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(49) Time: Oct. 01, 1956.

(50)Derek Mackay: The Evolution of Canadian Diplomacy towards the
Israeli Palestinian Conflict, 2015, p. 19, 20.

(51) Documents on Canadian External Relations, VVol. 22, Chapter I,
The Middle East and The Suez Crisis Part 2, Suez Crisis, Section A,
Nationalization of The Suez Canal, 105, PCO, Extract from Cabinet
Conclusions, Secret, Ottawa, October 18th, 1956, p. 105.

(52) Ibid, Section B, Invasion of Egypt and Creation of The United
Nations Emergency Force, PCO, Extract from Cabinet Conclusions,
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