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An analytical study of the discourse of terrorist organization leaders, 

with Al-Qaeda and ISIS leaders as a model 

Summary :  

The study aimed to analyze the misleading propaganda discourse 

presented by the terrorist organizations Al-Qaeda and ISIS and their 

misleading communication strategies, and to understand the objective of 

the channels and methods used by the two organizations in their 

propaganda discourse. The study sample consisted of the terrorist 

organizations Al-Qaeda and ISIS, and a number of (7) experts in the field 

of political and security communication, and in the field of intellectual 

security, and the interview tool (prepared by the researcher) was applied 

to the sample in order to analyze the speeches given by Osama bin Laden 

and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

The results of the study led to the agreement of most experts and 

specialists that both terrorist organizations had a communication strategy, 

and that the misleading communication process was not random and that 

it was systematic according to communication principles and 

methodologies, which made the communication activity systematic, but 

most of those who agreed on this point confirmed that the two terrorist 

organizations at the beginning of their communication process and their 

misleading communication activity . They were modest and did not take 

into account all communication tools, and their communication approach 

was primitive. I also found that all seven experts agreed that the two 

terrorist organizations used the methods of intimidation and enticement in 

their propaganda and misleading media discourse. This was a unanimous 

agreement among them, after being asked directly about the methods used 

by both terrorist organizations (Al-Qaeda and ISIS). 
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They all agreed that the two terrorist organizations combined their 

rhetoric with a blend of intimidation and persuasion. Al-Qaeda 

constructed its discourse with a blend of intimidation and persuasion. The 

study concluded that one of the most notable differences in the sermons 

of Osama bin Laden and Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was the main themes they 

addressed. Bin Laden's sermons were more comprehensive than al-

Baghdadi's. 
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