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Abstract:

The study investigates the phenomenon of stance-taking and the
language of evaluation in the feminist media discourse of Lamia
Swaylam. This research is situated within the theoretical
framework of systemic functional linguistics (SFL) introduced by
Halliday (1978). The study adopts Martin & White’s (2005)
model of evaluation analysis. Data consists of three articles
written by Swaylam in a famous electronic newspaper (Arab
majalla). The study reveals that media discourse is more
subjective than objective. Media language is attitudinal,
ideologically loaded, stance-saturated and over-charged.
Negativity is a significant feature in heated media discourse.
Media language is a language of inciting, domination, contraction,
imposition and up-graduation. Language is used strategically in
order to achieve ideological aims and targets in media discourse.

Key words: Stance-taking, evaluation, dialogic contraction,
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1. Introduction:

This paper examines how stance-taking and the language of
evaluation are linguistically realized in Arab feminist media
discourse. The study seeks to provide an insight into how the
position of women and their relationship with men and the
structure of the family are evaluated from a feminist perspective.
The study tries to show the important role of the interpersonal
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function of language in the satisfaction of social as well as
ideological needs of participants in communication. Media texts
are seen as means of interaction between media writers and their
readers. They interact with each other in order to exchange
information and opinions, change attitudes and behaviors, and
transmit socio-cultural values (Thompson, 2004, p. 45).

Feminism is a controversial movement that is widely
represented on both national and international scales (Hannam,
2013, p. 2). The history of feminism in the West dates back to the
mid-eighteenth century and the term itself is formally introduced
in the late nineteenth century France where Hubertine Auclert, a
French women’s suffrage advocate, declares herself a feminist
(Hannam, 2013, p. 6). Feminism is defined as “a cultural as well
as a political” movement (Hannam, 2013, p. 2) with social
objectives (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147). It is also described as “a
practical implementation movement” (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147).

Feminists describe human societies as ‘“male-oriented”
societies (Benhabib, 1998, p. 88) where the “culture of male
dominance” (Bayoumi, 2014, p. 95), “the Law of the Father”
(Scott, 2014, p. 157), “male supremacy” and “patriarchy”
(Hannam, 2013, p. 43) gather together in order to discriminate and
oppress women. For feminists, the feminist discourse is “human”
and the masculine discourse is “discriminatory and violent”
(Bayoumi, 2014, p. 95). They present a universal image of a man
as “a patriarchal ruse” and a universal image of a woman as an
angelic victim (Scott, 2014, p. 158).

In general, feminists are against sex discrimination, gender
inequalities, and the imbalance in power relations among men and
women in education, voting, economic independence, civil rights
of citizenship, property-owning, waged work, marriage and
marriage responsibilities, and in public and private spheres of life
(Hannam, 2013, p. 20- 24). Feminists are against the use of double
standards of morality in dealing with women and women’s issues
in comparison with men and men’s issues (Hannam, 2013, p. 43).
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They focus on issues that are related to family life, marital
violence, sexual harassment, child-raising, and domestic work
(Hannam, 2013, p. 31; Bayoumi, 2014, p. 101). Women in Arab
societies  suffer ~ from  discrimination,  powerlessness,
marginalization, limited participation in political discourse,
patriarchal control and dominance, domestic and physical
violence, rape, and the cultural implications associated with
harmful habits (e.g. female genital mutilation), honor crimes and
polygamy (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147- 154; Zaatari, 2014, p. 62).
According to Al-Nakib (2014), women in the Arab world still
suffer from “insidious forms of discrimination... including
physical and sexual abuse, lack of physical and sexual autonomy,
lack of intellectual and religious freedom, among many others” (p.
300). Feminists ask for humanity, equality and democratic and
active citizenship (Landes, 1998, p. 4; Ortner, 1998, p. 21).

Feminism in the west as well as in the Arab world seeks to
question the traditional structure and the well-established
ideological heritage that is associated with men-women
relationship; to change the way women feel, think and interpret
the world around them (Hannam, 2013, p. 2); and to improve
people’s awareness and perception towards the position and role
of women in human societies (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147; Hatem,
2014, p. 3). They believe that all forms of discrimination against
women are socially constructed and so these are liable to change
(Hannam, 2013, p. 3-4; Zaatari, 2014, p. 58).

Stance-taking and Evaluation are two important categories
mentioned in literature with regard to the interpersonal features of
discourse. Stance-taking is a broad and varied phenomenon that
has attracted the attention of many scholars and researchers in
linguistics and related disciplines during the initial few years of
the twenty-first century (Englebretson, 2007, p. 1). It is an
essential property of communication (Jaffe, 2009, p.3). It plays a
vital role in our social life (Du Bois, 2007, p. 141). Stance is
defined as a term for expressing our lexical and grammatical
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expressions of attitudes, personal feelings and assessments, value
judgments, and commitment concerning the propositional content
of a message (Biber and Finegan, 1989, p. 92; Biber et al., 1999,
p. 966; Conrad and Biber, 2000, p. 57).

In stance-taking, people as human beings are involved in a
process of evaluation. Evaluation is part and parcel of our daily
interactions (Bednarek, 2006, p.4). It plays an important role in
the perception, interpretation and categorization of different
phenomena among stance-takers (Bednarek, 2006, p.4). Bednarek
(2006) highlights the importance of the concept of evaluation in
the construction of the ideological and moral orientations among
participants in discourse.

Media plays a great role in people’s lives. It has been described
by Bell (1991) as a “mirror” which reflects the cultural, social,
political, economical and even psychological background in any
society (p. 4). The linguistic analysis of media language offers the
linguistic tools for decoding and understanding "media messages"
(Bell, 1991, p. 3). Media presents its attitudes, opinions and
perspectives interpreting, assessing and evaluating what is right
and what is wrong; what is good and what is bad; what is
desirable and what is undesirable and what is possible/ necessary
and what is impossible/ unnecessary.

2. Methodology:

Data consists of three media texts tackling the issues under
investigation. These texts are randomly selected from one of the
most famous and widely visited electronic newspapers (Arab
Majalla). The selection standard for texts depends on the issues
being discussed in order to allow the possibility for covering
several feminist issues in the study. For issues of reliability and
validity, the selected articles are analyzed and then reanalyzed
after two months in order to guarantee accuracy and reliability of
analysis. Every article is divided into clauses, and irrelevant
clauses (e.g. asides) are excluded. Clauses are classified according
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to the three systems of evaluation introduced by Martin and White
(2005). Manual counting as a simple procedure for doing statistics
Is used. Percentages are provided for comparisons and contrasts
among different linguistic tools identified in research.

3. Theoretical framework:

Appraisal theory is a system of interpersonal meanings (Martin
& Rose, 2003, p. 22). Three aspects of appraisal theory are
proved to be important elements in the analysis of the language of
evaluation (Martin & Rose, 2003, p. 22). Martin & White (2005)
present three major divisions of appraisal theory: evaluation (of
attitudes), engagement and graduation. The system of attitude
represents stances that are related to the emotions of writers or
speakers; the system of engagement represents stances that are
related to writers' or speakers' level of commitment or investment
towards certain propositions. The system of graduation acts on
both other systems: it serves to highlight or downgrade forms of
evaluative meanings in context.

3.1. The system of attitude:

Attitudinal meanings play an important role in our life. They
"tend to spread out and colour a phase of discourse as speakers
and writers take up a stance” (Martin & White, 2005, p. 43). The
system of attitude is divided into three basic kinds depending on
what is being appraised:

(i) Affect: people's feelings

(if)Judgment: people's character and behaviors

(iii)  Appreciation: the value of things (Martin & Rose, 2003,
p. 23).

3.2. The system of engagement:

The system of engagement focuses on how speakers or writers
position themselves dialogically toward a value position (Martin
& White, 2005, p. 97). It concerns with "those meanings which in
various ways construe for the text a heteroglossic backdrop of
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prior utterances, alternative viewpoints and anticipated responses”
(Martin & White, 2005, p. 97). Utterances are categorized as
Monoglossic and Heteroglossic:

I Monoglossic utterances: the use/ misuse of the speech act of assertion I

Negation e.g. laa ¥ ‘not’
Disclaim | Counter- e.g. laakinna (<!
Dialogic expectation ‘but’
contraction devices
Concur e.g. rhetorical
Heteroglossic Proclaim questions
Pronounce eg. inna O
‘indeed’
Endorse e.g.  /?abbatat/

<idl ‘prove’
Dialogic Entertain | The use of modality and modal
expansion auxiliaries

Attribute | Acknowledge | Communicative
Distance verbs such as
lyaquulu/  Js&
‘say’

3.3. Gradability:

Attitudinal meanings as well as propositional meanings are
characterized with gradability. There are two types of gradability:
up-scaling (e.g. extremely) and down-scaling (e.g. somewhat).
Martin and White (2005) define the two types. In up-scaling, the
writer or speaker expresses a strong commitment to a value
position and thus strongly align the reader or listener with this
value position (p. 152). In down-scaling, the writer or the speaker
has "only a partial or an attenuated affiliation with the value
position being referenced" (p. 153).

For Martin & White (2005), there are two kinds of resources
for amplification: focus and force: the term focus refers to grading
according to prototypicality (Martin & White, 2005, p. 137).
Focus includes "resources for making something that is inherently
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non-gradable gradable” (Martin & Rose, 2003, p. 41). These
resources divide into two categories: 'sharpening’ the focus (e.g.
real policeman) or 'softening' the focus (e.g. a sort of policeman)
of people and things. Sharpening or softening are related to: things
(e.g. was what we saw with our own eyes); qualities; and
categorical conepts like numbers (e.g. after about three years). It
includes words such as about, exactly, or real, sort of, kind of.

The term force refers to grading according to intensity or
amount (Martin and White, 2005, p. 135). It divides into two
types: intensification and quantification:

Intensification refers to the assessement of the degree of
intensity of qualities (e.g. slightly foolish, extremely foolish) and
processes (e.g. this slightly hindered us, this greatly hindered us)
including verbal modalities of likelihood, usuality, inclination and
obligation (it's very possible that, it's just possible that).

Quantification refers to the assessement of amount that is
applied to entities. Modes of quantification involve scaling with
respect to amount regarding size, weight, strength, and number
(e.g. a few miles, many miles), extent (e.g. small amount, large
amount), and proximity in time and space (e.g. nearby mountain,
distant mountain).

4. Research Questions:

Therefore, attempts have been made to answer the following
research questions:

a) To what extent is media discourse replete with structures
reflecting interpersonal meanings?

b) How evaluation is linguistically expressed in feminist media
discourse?

c) How do media writers represent their presence in the selected
texts? To what extent are they subjective or objective? How do
they construct for themselves particular authorial identities in
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relation to others? How do they approve/ disapprove,
enthuse/abhor, and applaud/ criticize? How do they align or
dis/align themselves with actual and potential respondents in
discourse? How do they construct for their texts intended or ideal
audience?

d) To what extent do they represent communities of shared
feelings, attitudes, values and normative assessments?

5. Results:

Along the system of attitude, there is an extensive use of
attitudinal meanings. Attitudinal clauses represent 47 % in text no.
1, 58 % in text no. 2 and, 88 % _in text no. 3. Negative attitudinal
clauses represent 100 % in text no. 1, 85 % in text no. 2, and 91 %
in text no. 3.

Along the system of engagement, media writers make use of
the speech act of assertion in order to impose their stance on
readers. Monoglossic utterances represent 50 % in text no. 1, 42 %
in text no. 2 and, 50.7 % in text no. 3. Swaylam contracts rather
than expands the space for other alternative views. Categories of
dialogic contraction exceed categories of dialogic expansion.
Categories of dialogic contraction represent 85 % in text no. 1, 70
% in text no. 2 and, 88 % in text no. 3. With regard to categories
of dialogic contraction, disclaim exceeds proclaim in all texts
under analysis. Categories of disclaim represent 89.6 % in text no.
1, 90 % in text no. 2 and 76.6 % in text no. 3. Negation is
extensively used in comparison with concession/ counter-
expectation devices. Negative devices represent 69 % in text no.
1, 68 % in text no. 2 and 60.8 % in text no. 3. Swaylam makes use
of concur and pronounce devices in order to limit the scope for
other alternative views. Pronouncement devices represent 100 %
in text no. 1, 50 % in text no. 2 and 57 % in text no. 3. For
categories of dialogic expansion, Swaylam dominates her
discourse by reading and investigating different phenomena with a
limited reference to other alternative stance. Categories of
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attribute is limited in comparison with categories of entertain.
Moreover, all instances of attribute are of the distance type.
Entertainment devices represent 60 % in text no. 1, 100 % in text
no. 2 and 75 % in text no. 3.

Along the system of Gradability, up-scaling devices are
extensively used in comparison with down-scaling devices. Up-
grading devices represent 100 % in text no. 1, 2, and 3.

6. Analysis:
6.1. The system of attitude:

Along the system of attitude, negative adjectives of affect
(unhappiness, insecurity and dissatisfaction), judgment and
appreciation are employed to indicate the negative attitudes of
Swaylam towards the position of women and women’s issues in
Arab societies and culture. The image of man in general and the
image of Arab men in particular are negatively judged by
Swaylam as products of patriarchal societies that exercise all
forms of discrimination against women.

The effect of women’s work on the constitution of the Arab
family is an important subject of concern. Swaylam believes that
there 1s no contradiction between women’s work and success in
the public spheres of life and their success in private spheres of
life represented in the form of the family. She adopts a negative
attitude of unhappiness towards those who believe that women’s
independence destroys the family institution.

She adopts a negative attitude of dissatisfaction towards the
Arab culture, the Arab society and its legal system that are
believed to discriminate against women.

Examples:
b Gl palll al ) Al g Adlud Ao Al B aSlad) Lludal YY) V-

(8 A
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‘This authoritative father who controls his wives and children at
home’

/haada |?abu Imutasallitu lThaakimu fi baytihi fala nisaa?ihi wa
?abnaa?ih/

[The system of attitude: negative judgment: social sanction:

propriety: authoritative]

plgy Tawld Tolfe) | Bipall W el e lugy i) dUa ol -
(7Y s (LY all) ce.‘g‘gu)SJM;X.\

‘There is nothing more miserable than considering the

independence of women... a corrupt issue that destroys the
family’

/laysa hunaaka ?aSaddu bu?san min iftibaari stiglaali Imar?ati ...
itibaaran faasidan yahdimu |?usrata/

[The system of attitude: negative affect: unhappiness: / bu?san/
‘misery’]

6.2. The system of engagement:

6.2.1. Monoglossic utterances and the miss use of the speech act
of assertion:

Along the system of engagement, monoglossic utterances in
Swaylam’s discourse are expressed by unmodified equational,
verbal, topic-comment sentences (Badawi et al., 2004, p. 306).
Swaylam takes for granted a set or propositions that leave no
space for discussion but to accuse Arab culture and Arab societies
of all forms of discrimination against women. Moreover, she
accuses religion of being the main obstacle in the way of the
achievement of women’s equality, freedom and progress. The
relationship between men and women in Arab societies is set
around a group of images where men are associated with all vices
and sins, and women are associated with all kinds of submission
and weakness. Swaylam goes further to criticize the role of men in
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the destruction of family life and in issuing discriminatory family
laws (e.g. divorce, custody, and marriage).

Examples:
GIEN paill abigu) el b g Awdl da 8 Ly ddea aUA A

(79

‘an authoritative system that discriminates between the individual
and himself and the individual and others’

/fii nizaamin mustabiddin yumayyizu Ifarddu didda nafsihi wa
didda Igamii¢/

[a topic comment sentence: the topic is / nizaamin mustabiddin/
‘an authoritative system’ and the comment is a verbal sentence in
an imperfect tense / yumayyizu/ ‘discriminates’]

SN S (G Gall) caly g 4 gl Cladin Lgasan Aradla) Cladisall-
‘Islamic societies as a whole are fatherly societies’

[?almugtamaa‘atu  lislaamiyyatu gamiifuha mugtamaa¥atun
?abawiyyatun/

[an equational sentence (noun + noun): the subject is
[?almugtama‘aatu 1?islaamiyyatu/ ‘Islamic societies’ and the
predicate is /mugtama‘aatun ?abawiyyatun/ ‘fatherly societies’]

() b IV Gl caly sus) Ja ) sobe 1 el dus e Ll

‘the authoritativeness on women’s flesh is a man’s means to
worship God’

[?attasallutu fala gasadi Imar?ati fibaadatu rraguli/

[an equational sentence: the subject is a noun /?attasallutu/
‘authoritativeness’ and the predicate is a noun /fibaadatu/
‘worship’]

Examples:
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B yualiS Lgaa Jalai g 3] pal) allif Al Adlaad) g @l g 7l alsal Jsb -
o i)hu LA A galll ca.‘gju)

‘for all marriage, divorce and nursery laws that do injustice
towards women and deal with them as minors’

/fa kullu ?ahkaami zzawaagi wa ttalaaqi wa lhadaanati llati
tazlimu Imar?ata wa tatafaamalu ma¥aha kagasiratin/

[The system of engagement. monoglossic utterance: relative
clause with an imperfect tense: /tazlimu Imar?ata wa tatafaamalu
mafaha kaqasiratin/ ‘do injustice towards women and deal with
them as minors’]

6.2.2. Negation:

Swaylam makes an extensive use of negation and negative
devices in order to reject, deny and object to a list of propositions
that are related to the position of men and women in Arab
societies, women's oppression by men in the name of religion, the
control of the masculine authority on the social system in Arab
societies, the divorce and marriage laws which discriminate
against women, underage marriage and the family and family life.
Negation is expressed by a set of negative particles such as /laa/ ¥
'not'; /laa wa laa/ ¥ ¥ 'neither-nor'; /lam/ & 'not'; /laysa/ o« 'not’;
/kana wa lazala/ JJ¥ s ¢ 'was and still'; /layazalu/ s ¥ 'still’.

Swaylam objects to the kind of treatment and performance of
Arab men towards women. She uses negation in order to criticize
men for unfairness in imposing religious restrictions on women
while setting themselves free from religious constraints. She
objects to the tendency of Arab culture to discriminate against
women. Underage marriage is one of these restrictions. Women in
such Arab societies are considered in Swaylam's perspective as
dependent participants who lack the essential qualifications for
individual independence and who lack the important abilities to
make their own decisions. She objects to the laws that are
produced by patriarchal societies to oppress women. Swaylam
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objects to the claimed contradiction between women's equality
and the stability of the family. Feminists including Swaylam
perceive the family as a source of oppression and discrimination
against women. She objects to using the family as a justification
of depriving women of equality.

Examples:

p e Gy Aoleal) S 4l 15 Gy ¥ olaal) Ll s -
_\'iJhu cd\g‘i‘ ué.m cel...l‘gu) cléaww‘gb g Jalida &Mgﬁd‘dﬂ\
(Yo

'he imposes on her wearing the veil and he does not impose on
oneself congregational prayers; he imposes on her not to work in a
mixed sector and he heads a women's department'

lyafridu falayha lhigaaba wa laa yafridu fala nafsihi salaata
Igamaa‘ati, yafridu ‘alayha Yadama Ifamali fi gitaa®in muxtalatin
wa yudiiru huwa gisman nisaa?iyyan/

BAd) S Y 5 pallS lgaa Jalaii | Al dlaall g Ul AXSL alsaf Jsb -
(€ b (&Y Gail) caly su)

'for all marriage, divorce, and nursery laws that ... deal with
women as female minors, and not mature

/fa kullu ?ahkaami zzawaagi wa ttalaaqi wa lhadaanati allati ...
tata®aamalu ma¥aha kagaasiratin laa karaSidatin/

6.2. 3. Concession/ counter/expectation devices:

A set of concession/ counter-expectation devices is used for
‘countering' a group of expectations and propositions in Arab
societies towards women and women's related issues.
Conjunctions and connectives are represented by /laakin/ <! and
/aakinna/ (S 'but' and /bal/ J: 'rather, and exceptives such as /laa-
illa/ ¥ -¥ 'not-but' or 'not- except. These conjunctions and
connectives are used in order to contradict a set of propositions.



Bulletin of The Faculty of Arts, Vol. (43), April 2017

Contrary to expectation, Swaylam contradicts the proposition that
religious societies guarantee a normal course of relationship
between man and his God and that there is no gender distinction in
performing religious duties on men’s and women’s part.

Conjunctions with denials /laysa ?illa/ ‘nothing but” ¥} &«! and
/laa...?illa/ ‘not... but’ ¥...¥) are used to stress the proposition
that rigidity in religious matters and the construction of Arab
family laws are two forms of the exploitation of women by the
masculine authority. The exceptive particle /laa...?illa/ ¥...¥) is
used to support the proposition that the family represents a form
of women’s exploitation and degradation. The conjunction but is
used to stress the Arab feminist preferred conclusion that
women’s independence is a real challenge for masculine
patriarchal societies.

Examples:

A,esl) Al JSET e SE Y e Adhal) Gl gl B qlalll G -
(Y0 =Y i (Gl aill caly gu) arandly Aasalil)

'Indeed the rigidity in religious stances is nothing but a form of
persistent masculine authority over all'

/?inna ttasalluba fi Imawaagqifi ddiiniyyati laysa ?illa Saklan min
?aSkaali ssultati adoukuuriyyati Imustahkimati bi Igamii€i/

Cladl Ja gy 8 a9 g BT pal) lghaal o YyALiE gas ¥ A 8 ) -
_(\“‘ Jhuc&dm\ uaill c{a.‘..uu) ﬁﬂ\

'the family that seems to stand only on the oppression of women
and on making them under the minimum requirements of decent
living'

/?al?usrata llati laa tabduu gqaa?imatan ?illa fala idtihaadi Imar?ati
wa wadfihaa tahta ?adnaa Suruuti 1¥aySi lkariii/

6.2.4. Concurrence and Concur devices:
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Swaylam uses rhetorical questions to criticize women’s
position in family life in the Arab world. Rhetorical questions are
introduced by interrogative particles such as /hal/ Jr'is; does',
/limaada/ ‘why’ 13k, and /lima/ ‘why’al. Concur is used in order to
create a presupposed ideological space of agreement between the
writer and his readers on a set of propositions.

Examples:
b (G (et cali g Bl 038 (o Al glmnall & a8 B) pall A fiLald-

.(°
'so why do only women seem responsible for a family'

/fa limaaoa tabdu Imar?atu fagat hiya Imas?uulatu fan haadihi
|?usrati/

G Gail) caliga) G588 G99 bl g A Lgil g a9 IJLAJG«A;XLQJ_
« " b

‘and properly speaking, why do their responsibilities seem to
involve just duties without rights'

/wa Dbi I?asahhi limaada tabdu mas?uuliyyatuha mugarrada
waagibaatin duuna huquuqin/

6.2.5. Pronouncement and pronounce devices:

Swaylam uses intensifiers with clausal scope such as /?inna/
‘indeed” &) and /?anna/ ‘indeed’ & to emphasize the proposition
that the masculine power in Arab societies exploits their authority,
control and power over women in the name of religion. She
emphasizes the proposition that men instead of women can be the
main reason for the destruction of a family and that cultural
change is an effective method for improving the position of
women in Arab societies and for modifying discriminatory laws

Examples:
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A& a3 o AN gy Allag cad pludl) el Balad) A jlaa 8 Jaay 4/ -

(Y0 b (JgY) paill caly g

‘indeed he is unable to worship God and so he orders women
under his guardianship and government to worship God'

/?innahu yafgazu an mumaarasati I¢ibaadati faya?muru nnisa?a
tahta wisaayatihi wa wilaayatihi ala tatabbudi llaahi/

6.2.6. Entertainment and entertain devices:

Categories of entertain are linguistically expressed by modal
auxiliaries. Modal auxiliaries include modals such as /laa yagibu/
< Y 'does not have to' and the tense operator /li/ 'have to').
Swaylam uses the modal /laa yagibu/ ‘does not have to’ <=2 ¥ in
order to express the strong recommendation that cultural change is
to be coupled with legal change in order to eliminate
discrimination against women. She uses the tense operator /li/
‘have to’ J in order to express the necessity of destroying the
family institution because it is a form of women’s exploitation and
patriarchal control.

Examples:
S s (G Gall) caly gu) B ) adglfani
'yes, we have to destroy the family'
/nafam linahdima l?usrata/
(7Y sl (G Gall) cal g A o) 258 (S il
‘and we have to break all fatherly chains'

/walinaksira kulla quyuudi I?abawiyyata/
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6.3.Gradability:

Swaylam tends to up-grade her evaluation of qualities,
processes, amounts and different categories in discourse.

Example:

Aghaa) e Ligpbga G ga celuadll dlual do ALl adlg Sl Ci i) -
aligw) Loal elaiay) alalll o 4y, oSt Adaludl 8 hasw (e g o3 pall Ja )
(¢ -¥ b (Js¥ gall)

‘the Arab and Islamic honor placed on women’s bodies is a long
history of oppression on the part of men towards women and of
control of the masculine authority on the social system on our
country’

/aSSarafu alislamiyyu wa alfarabiyyu almulga fala ?gsadi annisa?i
huwa tariyxun tawiylun min idtihadi arraguli lilmar?ati wa min
saytarati assultati addukuwriyati fala annizami aligtima¢i ladayna/

[Gradability: force: quantification: extent: how long lasting:
/tawiylun/ ‘'long']

7. Discussion & Conclusion:

Along the system of attitude, it is fair to stress the huge effect
played by attitudinal meanings in emotionally blocking all trials of
reconciliation between feminist and anti-feminist advocates. Such
attitudinally over-loaded language used in media discourse incites
rather than unite different directions and attitudes. And thus
expressing attitudes in media discourse is purposeful. The
extensive use of attitudinal meanings in media discourse is used as
a strategy to influence and affect addresses to adopt positive
and/or negative positions towards the different objects discussed
in discourse. Heightening certain emotional responses, judgments
and appreciations and suppressing other possible reactions leaves
a restricted space for the addresses to hold other alternative
evaluations as valid and justifiable (Jovanovi¢-Krsti¢, 2005, p.
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248). To put it another way, the extensive use of attitudinal
meanings is attributed to the desirability of Swaylam to use
language effectively in order to position their readers attitudinally
to adopt a predetermined set of evaluative meanings. This
confirms Katz’s (1989) view that “Attitudes were seen as a means
for meeting some need of the individual” (p. XII). Musgrove
(1998) adds that attitude is not only an expression of a ‘state of
mind’ but also a “preparation for action” (p. 85). He also
concludes that our attitudes do not only reflect our “disposition or
stance of an object or event, but one’s routine predisposition
toward an object or event” (p. 85). In such a way, it is highly
recommended that in carrying out the act of evaluation media
writers be aware of the negative effects of the extensive use of
attitudinal meanings in widening the gap between those who
support feminism and those who reject their values and ideals. At
least, they have to be balanced in their expressions of negative and
positive attitudinal meanings in order to seem objective in their
expression of media messages.

Along the system of engagement, it is fair to stress that
language is intentionally manipulated to achieve certain
communicative purposes in media discourse. Media language does
not only transmit facts and information about the real world, but it
also makes use of the linguistic system of a language in order to
communicate opinions, beliefs and views that reflect a possible
representation of the world around us or part of an expected
possible representation. The linguistic tools (lexical and structural)
act as moulds chosen by language users to pour their ideological
estimations and socio-cultural values.

In media discourse, the speech act of assertion is strategically
used to convey other communicative functions. Linguistically, an
assertion is defined as “full telling of full knowledge” (Davies,
2006, p. 151). According to Weiner (2007), an assertion is proper
if and only if the asserted proposition is true in the real world (p.
190). Since language is used and even manipulated to fulfill
certain communicative targets in the selected situational context,
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media writers violate the main rule of the speech act of assertion
and use it in order to convey their ideological orientations towards
different propositions involved in discourse. Instead of reflecting
propositions that represent the real world, the speech act of
assertion is used to echo the writers’ ideological assumptions and
estimations. In other words, the use of the linguistic structure of
the speech act of assertion shifts a proposition from a
presupposed/ possible world into a truth value proposition that is
supposed to represent the real world (see, Stalnaker, 1999, p. 79).
In such a way, media writers direct their readers to adopt such
propositions as facts that are not open for discussion or argument.
Through the violation of the main rule of the speech act of
assertion, media writers exclude those of other ideological
orientations and dominate the whole interaction. They incite rather
than reconcile different views among the opposing camps. So,
assertions are liable to praise or criticism (Williamson, 1996, p.
489). Consequently, it is recommended that media writers make a
careful use of the speech act of assertion and verify, if possible,
the content of a proposition before asserting it because making
assertions puts a responsibility on the part of media writers for the
truth or at least knowledge of their assertions (see, Williamson,
1996, p. 522).

Media writers resort to the use of other linguistic structures
other than monoglossic utterances in order to impose their
ideological orientations on their addressees. They make use of the
linguistic tools of dialogic contraction in order to contract the
space for other dialogic alternatives. One of these linguistic tools
iIs the use of categories of disclaim (concession/ counter-
expectation devices and negation) and categories of proclaim (e.g.
rhetorical questions, emphatic words and results of verifiable
studies).

Directness in contracting the space for other alternative views
iIs used as a strategy of coercion. It is conveyed through the
extensive use of categories of disclaim including concession/
counter-expectation devices and negation. Media writers dominate
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the whole scene of discourse and the whole process of interaction
with other participants. Negation is used as a strategy of rejection
and exclusion of other alternative stances, while concession/
counter-expectation devices are employed as direct means of
countering expected propositions.

Other indirect strategies of imposition are reflected through the
use of categories of proclaim that limit the scope for other
alternative views and stances. Concur (e.g. rhetorical questions) is
one of these strategies used by media writers in order to build a
sense of a presupposed agreement with readers on a set of
prepositions. Such presupposed agreement is imposed on
participants and they are expected to respond positively to these
propositions. Pronounce is another strategy where media writers
use a set of emphatic words to strengthen their authorial stance
and leave a narrow space for doubt and uncertainty on the
addresses’ part. Media writers draw on concur devices
(represented mainly be rhetorical questions) more than on
endorsement devices because they seek to affect their readers
emotionally by the extensive use of rhetorical questions than
mentally by citing credible data of verifiable studies. Such
interpretation adds to the whole image that the evaluations of
media writers are true reflections of their ideological subjective
stances.

The study affirms the proposition that categories of dialogic
contraction and categories of dialogic expansion differ in their
“intersubjective functionality” (Martin & White, 2005, p. 102).
Though limited in representation, categories of dialogic expansion
indicate a positive constructive dimension in media discourse
where readers are seen as active participants in discourse. They
are deprived from or restricted in diagnosing the problems but
they are given the change to be involved as active interactants in
determining the strategies that are to be taken to overcome these
problems. Categories of entertain (e.g. modality) open a space for
offering solutions that are related to the question of “what is the
course of action that is to be taken in a certain context towards an
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issue of concern”. Modality is used as a strategy for offering
solutions, expressing necessity, set obligations and/ or expressing
other expectations towards an issue. Categories of dialogic
expansion are also employed for mitigating criticism especially in
the feminist criticism of the religious institution.

Media writers make a strategic use of the linguistic structure of
attribution devices especially for those instances of the
acknowledgment type. The inclusion of other non-authorial voices
in discourse portrays a positive image of the authorial voice as an
“informational fair trader” (Martin & White, 2005, p. 115).
However, media writers in the selected texts of analysis seek to
acknowledge non-authorial voices which confirm and support
their authorial stances and distance non-authorial voices that are
contradictory and inappropriate to their own authorial voices. To
put it another way, attribution is intentionally used in order to
convince readers of the main arguments and evaluations of the
writers themselves. Thus, attribution of the distance type is
restricted in media discourse. Attribution is also used to introduce
a topic for comment and/ or criticism.

Along the system of graduation, Gradability is used as another
tool for achieving strategic functions of communication. Media
writers magnify propositional and attitudinal meanings through
the linguistic devices of up-grading in order to have a direct and
strong effect on readers. Up-grading devices contract and even
close the space for contradiction and difference. The writers’
strong commitment to the expressed meanings and propositions
turn the role of addresses into a passive role where they are
expected to hold the same ideological orientations of writers. In
conclusion, the linguistic analysis of Gradability adds to the
negative effect of inciting rather than the positive pole of
achieving reconciliation among contradictory and opposing
receivers.

In conclusion, all these strategies are employed by media
writers in order to attract more readers towards adopting similar
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ideological orientations. However, these strategies alienate those
who adopt other contradictory ideological orientations and so a
wide gap is created and the clash between opposing camps gets
more and more heated.
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Transcription Conventions:
A. Consonants

1?2/ 3 Voiceless glottal stop

/bl @ Voiced bilabial stop

It/ < Voiceless alveolar stop

It/ L Voiceless velarized alveolar stop
/d/ 2 Voiced alveolar stop

/d/ o= Voiced velarized alveolar stop
Ikl &l Voiceless velar stop

g/ z Voiced velar stop

g/ 3 Voiceless uvular stop

/<] & Voiced pharyngeal fricative

It/ < Voiceless labio- dental fricative
10/ < Voiceless dental fricative

10/ 3 Voiced dental fricative

2/ L Voiced velarized dental fricative
/sl o Voiceless alveolar fricative

/sl ) Voiceless velarized alveolar fricative
/z/ J Voiced alveolar fricative

/S/ ok Voiceless palato- alveolar fricative
IXI z Voiceless velar fricative

/gh/ ¢ Voiced uvular fricative

/h/ > Voiceless laryngeal fricative

/h/ z Voiceless pharyngeal fricative
Irl B Voiced Flap/ trill

N/ J Voiced lateral

/m/ N Voiced Bilabial nasal

In/ O Voiced Alveolar nasal

Iw/ 3 Voiced Bilabial glide

Iyl s Voiced Palatal glide
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B. Vowels
i Short close front vowel
lal Short open central vowel
Jul Short close back vowel
fii/ < Long close front vowel
laa/ | Long open central vowel
/uu/ s Long close back vowel
Appendices:

Appendix A: (Text no. 1)

I Jayll dsbac ... diyoll sama gla labusl]

e oask Y Gaall Wale (ajk Bloal BA ge 4y i A Ja b Ty
dslaal) 3Mua dudl

Aghaz) (e Jash Aol ga csladl) dlaal Ao Al all g Sl il
Blmd (Lpdl olaiay) alalll o 4y, esll Adalad) 3 ks (pag Bl pall Ja
13 agd plika & lgo ABDle dday 53 B) o) JSI Jay IS L3 AN 7 A a0 i
A O B el Jag A B lall Ay LA A guaal) A U JKEY)
G) O iyl dals Alaad L ISy Bl pall 2 File o i) dalSy Ja )
e Jaad Al ALK oda adljedly il g lag s gdag JuEE AU
Asiall g 2wl Jlas (8 oudill) Ll Byadig Anlas

Jio aalia ¢y il oo Jira b o) OSa ¥ dipdl) Al il
duad Alaglly dal gl asgha o9 cduladlly 3 lghally ol Ally Shad)
ula) Bas il JSiy —d al) cladinal)l B Gy A () 0 ddua gim Gualld
Ay ) Claaiaall ey ABES ClS 1Y) (il soe Baag Bl gall Jaad
Gl alal pgall LB (Jla )l i pdh Al ghena sluadl) Sl Jaad aM) g
A (8 (8 pline Agh GG Y Al glpeal) 03gd

claall dia g Ao dasl didy o 1o lad) (e gl (g gmd) paiaal)
dolal rn Cndie Jay 4 Ally cdladie bl clolad 3 Jaadl o) 53
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Leda yidiy LaS dcUall oda ) 5il) A gipene A B Jasl 1R 2 ¥ Laly cdl
olad dbuagl 3,88 o Lahy ol Jasd O b cadpdl i cadag) A
Llasly o snd e Ajial cld B Ji Al Jia Adlly cadlite B elud)
A Adly La cdg  Ae ads L lgale (i Al gas A dlagl) dlli ogale
cddald) Gl Lpda i ddua saliny Lag lgale dllaliy die lgpiaww duara
AN ol dalgh ilS o) guu

Al cillilug My dgale ABDe G5 o G Ay GledY) O 4B
s 13 chilugl ol cils la dalluy e pai ¥ B pdle ADe Ll ray
i) claaiaall foli oS8 DK 4 glacd) LY & dagil) 3 <8 4 5a
cldl ARl oda anl Gay AB 1A Lagale B Adlida cild) ad) Ladly ciagd
R asl gasradl adiaall B Gasy Ly Blgally Ja gl o A 4 s
A Blall PA e 4y 2 A Jad lan i ad) 13 g Al 3 sa
b dardl ase Lle Gasdy ddelaall Boa dwdl o 2k Y claall le
eS8 Aoty a9 oot eVAY sl (Ll Lad A jayg cdalida £ Uad
Sk A Y A g Bl el ABe Al g (e O rdy sgd <Ja
Sl Al g 098 O JaB Al daa) g Adl Awdi B ) B A el O

U Ja 8 (gl aadiaal) A8 Alad caay slaially Bl G bals Y
o AT AN L dgdan) A Goa aan Y s sladl) DA (e A ey
O o il of A Bl o ddhala 1 dgag as AN el Cualal)
Bl gall Ao Ay, oS Allalis £ gy e Cpal) B a ga chalidal) Jand) & el
S5 Y A Y das dgle g el LAY Al el WL Al ) aae a8 8
dad jslaug 4l £ b do cAedi G cpl el gl Aajag Al 3a uday Y
s A 398,39 LEY O Ul alay A3) BIsal A cpall gl da s JaY
SR 0,58 8 V5 cAie ) 1 gdaid pludl) o ddlalur (g jlay 43S0

) LT Lglaad Al Ungag 31 5al) (o ity ) 23 (3 Jauy ) Ja )
cald pladll pabd Balull dujlaa 8 Jarg 4d) cdg ) olad 0 ypads (el pal Ayl
A guse o abal @lay of spmdn VoA )l o 43N g Adlag
L V) s pdd ¥ caliad ¥ Al Bl Ao £ g Sug allhy addd ()
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Ml el 348 O Ciajy (a A Blal Bags Jasl) asad e sl o2
G BYYL Jiad AN A el delaiay) ABER (Ghpal Aleal Claag sl
O gy CRAS el AL Y Bipal o L el Gy L gy Gipdd) Al e
s SN L A Alall aa yilaag b gl IS Jead LS (s pd
Appendix B: (Text no. 2)
Tl yoll aid 3101 pall youildll piny Jo
S gall el b g .. palinall Al Agal) gAY iy (ha
Oa Jiauyg cdadal A8ES J8 e dag ﬁé&bﬂﬁ\&aﬂgmuym\
P aaSa A sy Y Bl sl ol o LS Llad caainall 7 A
A8 jha dBla 3 00 U 13 day Jgd O8N O ALlS Ladlay Y el
cbnd) agdl Gl g gy Jsbeail) 138 93] jal) gudag Cpeund b o Uiaa Mic
dardl & 4850 aie il Juladll jladyg adlgh Jalady ddal) A 4l
hbi ciad M5 al Udy U 80 el ad juadll dgalge o Cl caggall Sl
O 31 el puagh (olSally el G CABIAS 3ggadl LS lBawa da g o
cllalad) of LaS Lalad cdd (fams (o 1) aaiaal) AR JalS JSEy audady I3 Al
AGNA Lgaslia (Guadat g ABLEY 008 o 5 5T adinal) aSad A
3ﬁ3%3h)duﬁu‘9uu¢w\ &LAJ\UM“ALMUJMGJ\ 3 ggal)
A& asadll ;\JJM\JJAAUAUMY\ ch\JJLM\AL’ﬁeS‘ 5Lt oy il
5 Jandl 13gdg colaiy) 13 A Adeal) aggad) o Sl o cuag Y 31 all
oAb o) e Y ) Al pa pdilal) SSiAY) PIA e G gilEl) s
Ok Olad¥) o) LS Gelad cdlad) Aelaiay) cilell) juas A A5 Jeal)
O e ¥ g siwall @l o clelidl g ¢ gl d.n.n;'u JudS AR el
Aguaad) ddalid) fa Gl gAY et B el Jaad) (b
Ladia g adl gl JUS) a3 L 1) aaubhmzmégmaad,\u\@mm
desad o) LaS Lalad il gl g B Laga Juladl) pilill plads Y LAY puid)
Y e Jas gh 3ggadl (el 3&‘)@“44““&‘“@‘)&‘“%-\3
adel Jay ¥ ‘éﬁ\e)sﬂuusl.@e*&‘gmu GlawiSal 3] yall duady
Al aggal) wd gihiay O OSay ¥ Apdallly (glaBall o) jsh Yy |l
ey Ob OladY) cAdgd o il pulads Y LY hdd 4y Ay Adedlly
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S S G glaal £ i o e ¥ Adsadl 3 ggadl JSI dAalay g3 0all B3] al)
SlalS g gl paeadi 8 33 gana plai dga gl Jlail) Jal o ad
S 8 eubel) J3ludl gy o) oSer Y glaall (e g gl 1A galdly
GBI dgas dla osildl) i) oSa Ja tgr AT algdia) B B el auag
Oa OsSw Aady caainall ABEH AT Lulsad) ga ol Slad 3 jall A& Al
Upal) o cre cufill ool 13 B 4GS 4 jal) ol 68Y jllaaind Midal)
OSar LaS Lalad pladdll M jasalll dgalge B aainal) A ol O OSa
Gl Lalls 81 el pudy Gaead ) kil ol ¥ Cndl gl add ol cnil
ay Jadl Bl cade A Agal- i 8 Basly delaiay) ABER
Wi o o (S Y A ) BTl el (ol Ay A g0
QSN oyl B Al Hgal wa JUaS 4y eV (Say Laa Lgda Jgd g0
Asill aggad O e 4 daalaal) GSay Laa a8 1 (Bl pall il Gaeady
Jsa¥) digaal ciaga (A & Aud)sr (i) gal Gibad) sl AEY Jasd) g
laa o oatkall gl Batal) 3 ggas (duadldd)
Lallds 3] jal) puda g cpmand JAG Y il 081 i ) e ) ¢Sy AT (U (A
aad Al Al Gagrad) b cpludl) Ma Gl Aelaa) A A el b
B pde Al )zl g3l O G by Y pan Gy ) 93U Liae Ve
DR e a8 Lh (opilgal) DS B ad gl e le Gl wal®l zhg) JI Y
055 OF 09 Al 13 £ sud Aglidall Cpmaiaall ABED ) Y () 6B
U Aleld ¢ gilal
glag) sa A Alghmall calia g (e Joa Jyludl dis (Bl Qg ¥ O
iy (iU pdi Oy cpainall gl Algall B janii ¥ AaY) oY cslad
Ll ddadaadly olay) (e daual) il clbsiwal)l S o asgall &8
Aozl o oliliall e Judb sgh g A1 sa B dgay g i)
G 1jas 6Bl yal) dpdad (e Joall e 8 (5 gmd 3 ) M Cilibaal
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Appendix C: (Text no. 3)
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| dyeaall dhabludl sgams . gl sl dadlasil

3l yal) Go8a yualii 3 e
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