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Abstract: 

The study investigates the phenomenon of stance-taking and the 

language of evaluation in the feminist media discourse of Lamia 

Swaylam. This research is situated within the theoretical 

framework of systemic functional linguistics (SFL) introduced by 

Halliday (1978). The study adopts Martin & White‟s (2005) 

model of evaluation analysis. Data consists of three articles 

written by Swaylam in a famous electronic newspaper (Arab 

majalla). The study reveals that media discourse is more 

subjective than objective. Media language is attitudinal, 

ideologically loaded, stance-saturated and over-charged. 

Negativity is a significant feature in heated media discourse. 

Media language is a language of inciting, domination, contraction, 

imposition and up-graduation. Language is used strategically in 

order to achieve ideological aims and targets in media discourse.  

Key words: Stance-taking, evaluation, dialogic contraction, 

dialogic expansion, media discourse, Gradability 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

1. Introduction: 

     This paper examines how stance-taking and the language of 

evaluation are linguistically realized in Arab feminist media 

discourse. The study seeks to provide an insight into how the 

position of women and their relationship with men and the 

structure of the family are evaluated from a feminist perspective. 

The study tries to show the important role of the interpersonal 
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function of language in the satisfaction of social as well as 

ideological needs of participants in communication. Media texts 

are seen as means of interaction between media writers and their 

readers. They interact with each other in order to exchange 

information and opinions, change attitudes and behaviors, and 

transmit socio-cultural values (Thompson, 2004, p. 45).  

     Feminism is a controversial movement that is widely 

represented on both national and international scales (Hannam, 

2013, p. 2). The history of feminism in the West dates back to the 

mid-eighteenth century and the term itself is formally introduced 

in the late nineteenth century France where Hubertine Auclert, a 

French women‟s suffrage advocate, declares herself a feminist 

(Hannam, 2013, p. 6). Feminism is defined as “a cultural as well 

as a political” movement (Hannam, 2013, p. 2) with social 

objectives (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147). It is also described as “a 

practical implementation movement” (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147). 

     Feminists describe human societies as “male-oriented” 

societies (Benhabib, 1998, p. 88) where the “culture of male 

dominance” (Bayoumi, 2014, p. 95), “the Law of the Father” 

(Scott, 2014, p. 157), “male supremacy” and “patriarchy” 

(Hannam, 2013, p. 43) gather together in order to discriminate and 

oppress women. For feminists, the feminist discourse is “human” 

and the masculine discourse is “discriminatory and violent” 

(Bayoumi, 2014, p. 95). They present a universal image of a man 

as “a patriarchal ruse” and a universal image of a woman as an 

angelic victim (Scott, 2014, p. 158). 

     In general, feminists are against sex discrimination, gender 

inequalities, and the imbalance in power relations among men and 

women in education, voting, economic independence, civil rights 

of citizenship, property-owning, waged work, marriage and 

marriage responsibilities, and in public and private spheres of life 

(Hannam, 2013, p. 20- 24). Feminists are against the use of double 

standards of morality in dealing with women and women‟s issues 

in comparison with men and men‟s issues (Hannam, 2013, p. 43). 
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They focus on issues that are related to family life, marital 

violence, sexual harassment, child-raising, and domestic work 

(Hannam, 2013, p. 31; Bayoumi, 2014, p. 101). Women in Arab 

societies suffer from discrimination, powerlessness, 

marginalization, limited participation in political discourse, 

patriarchal control and dominance, domestic and physical 

violence, rape, and the cultural implications associated with 

harmful habits (e.g. female genital mutilation), honor crimes and 

polygamy (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147- 154; Zaatari, 2014, p. 62). 

According to Al-Nakib (2014), women in the Arab world still 

suffer from “insidious forms of discrimination… including 

physical and sexual abuse, lack of physical and sexual autonomy, 

lack of intellectual and religious freedom, among many others” (p. 

300). Feminists ask for humanity, equality and democratic and 

active citizenship (Landes, 1998, p. 4; Ortner, 1998, p. 21). 

     Feminism in the west as well as in the Arab world seeks to 

question the traditional structure and the well-established 

ideological heritage that is associated with men-women 

relationship; to change the way women feel, think and interpret 

the world around them (Hannam, 2013, p. 2); and to improve 

people‟s awareness and perception towards the position and role 

of women in human societies (Al-Ghanim, 2014, p. 147; Hatem, 

2014, p. 3). They believe that all forms of discrimination against 

women are socially constructed and so these are liable to change 

(Hannam, 2013, p. 3-4; Zaatari, 2014, p. 58). 

 

       Stance-taking and Evaluation are two important categories 

mentioned in literature with regard to the interpersonal features of 

discourse.  Stance-taking is a broad and varied phenomenon that 

has attracted the attention of many scholars and researchers in 

linguistics and related disciplines during the initial few years of 

the twenty-first century (Englebretson, 2007, p. 1). It is an 

essential property of communication (Jaffe, 2009, p.3). It plays a 

vital role in our social life (Du Bois, 2007, p. 141). Stance is 

defined as a term for expressing our lexical and grammatical 
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expressions of attitudes, personal feelings and assessments, value 

judgments, and commitment concerning the propositional content 

of a message (Biber and Finegan, 1989, p. 92; Biber et al., 1999, 

p. 966; Conrad and Biber, 2000, p. 57).  

     In stance-taking, people as human beings are involved in a 

process of evaluation. Evaluation is part and parcel of our daily 

interactions (Bednarek, 2006, p.4). It plays an important role in 

the perception, interpretation and categorization of different 

phenomena among stance-takers (Bednarek, 2006, p.4). Bednarek 

(2006) highlights the importance of the concept of evaluation in 

the construction of the ideological and moral orientations among 

participants in discourse. 

     Media plays a great role in people‟s lives. It has been described 

by Bell (1991) as a “mirror” which reflects the cultural, social, 

political, economical and even psychological background in any 

society (p. 4). The linguistic analysis of media language offers the 

linguistic tools for decoding and understanding "media messages" 

(Bell, 1991, p. 3). Media presents its attitudes, opinions and 

perspectives interpreting, assessing and evaluating what is right 

and what is wrong; what is good and what is bad; what is 

desirable and what is undesirable and what is possible/ necessary 

and what is impossible/ unnecessary. 

2. Methodology: 

     Data consists of three media texts tackling the issues under 

investigation. These texts are randomly selected from one of the 

most famous and widely visited electronic newspapers (Arab 

Majalla). The selection standard for texts depends on the issues 

being discussed in order to allow the possibility for covering 

several feminist issues in the study. For issues of reliability and 

validity, the selected articles are analyzed and then reanalyzed 

after two months in order to guarantee accuracy and reliability of 

analysis. Every article is divided into clauses, and irrelevant 

clauses (e.g. asides) are excluded. Clauses are classified according 
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to the three systems of evaluation introduced by Martin and White 

(2005). Manual counting as a simple procedure for doing statistics 

is used. Percentages are provided for comparisons and contrasts 

among different linguistic tools identified in research.  

3. Theoretical framework: 

     Appraisal theory is a system of interpersonal meanings (Martin 

& Rose, 2003, p. 22).  Three aspects of appraisal theory are 

proved to be important elements in the analysis of the language of 

evaluation (Martin & Rose, 2003, p. 22). Martin & White (2005) 

present three major divisions of appraisal theory: evaluation (of 

attitudes), engagement and graduation. The system of attitude 

represents stances that are related to the emotions of writers or 

speakers; the system of engagement represents stances that are 

related to writers' or speakers' level of commitment or investment 

towards certain propositions. The system of graduation acts on 

both other systems: it serves to highlight or downgrade forms of 

evaluative meanings in context.  

3.1. The system of attitude: 

     Attitudinal meanings play an important role in our life. They 

"tend to spread out and colour a phase of discourse as speakers 

and writers take up a stance" (Martin & White, 2005, p. 43). The 

system of attitude is divided into three basic kinds depending on 

what is being appraised: 

(i) Affect: people's feelings  

(ii) Judgment: people's character and behaviors  

(iii) Appreciation: the value of things (Martin & Rose, 2003, 

p. 23). 

3.2. The system of engagement: 

     The system of engagement focuses on how speakers or writers 

position themselves dialogically toward a value position (Martin 

& White, 2005, p. 97). It concerns with "those meanings which in 

various ways construe for the text a heteroglossic backdrop of 
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prior utterances, alternative viewpoints and anticipated responses" 

(Martin & White, 2005, p. 97). Utterances are categorized as 

Monoglossic and Heteroglossic:   

Monoglossic utterances: the use/ misuse of the speech act of assertion  

 

 

 

 

 

Heteroglossic 

 

 

Dialogic 

contraction 

 

Disclaim 

Negation e.g. laa لا „not‟ 

Counter-

expectation 

devices 

e.g. laakinna   نكه      

„but‟ 

 

Proclaim  

Concur e.g. rhetorical 

questions 

Pronounce e.g. inna   ان     

„indeed‟ 

Endorse e.g. /?aθbatat/ 

 ‟prove„ أثثتت

Dialogic 

expansion 

Entertain  The use of modality and modal 

auxiliaries 

Attribute  Acknowledge  Communicative 

verbs such as 

/yaquulu/ يقول 

„say‟ 

Distance 

 

3.3. Gradability: 

     Attitudinal meanings as well as propositional meanings are 

characterized with gradability. There are two types of gradability: 

up-scaling (e.g. extremely) and down-scaling (e.g. somewhat). 

Martin and White (2005) define the two types. In up-scaling, the 

writer or speaker expresses a strong commitment to a value 

position and thus strongly align the reader or listener with this 

value position (p. 152). In down-scaling, the writer or the speaker 

has "only a partial or an attenuated affiliation with the value 

position being referenced" (p. 153). 

     For Martin & White (2005), there are two kinds of resources 

for amplification: focus and force: the term focus refers to grading 

according to prototypicality (Martin & White, 2005, p. 137). 

Focus includes "resources for making something that is inherently 
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non-gradable gradable" (Martin & Rose, 2003, p. 41). These 

resources divide into two categories: 'sharpening' the focus (e.g. 

real policeman) or 'softening' the focus (e.g. a sort of policeman) 

of people and things. Sharpening or softening are related to: things 

(e.g. was what we saw with our own eyes); qualities; and 

categorical conepts like numbers (e.g. after about three years). It 

includes words such as about, exactly, or real, sort of, kind of.  

     The term force refers to grading according to intensity or 

amount (Martin and White, 2005, p. 135). It divides into two 

types: intensification and quantification:  

     Intensification refers to the assessement of the degree of 

intensity of qualities (e.g. slightly foolish, extremely foolish) and 

processes (e.g. this slightly hindered us, this greatly hindered us) 

including verbal modalities of likelihood, usuality, inclination and 

obligation (it's very possible that, it's just possible that). 

     Quantification refers to the assessement of amount that is 

applied to entities. Modes of quantification involve scaling with 

respect to amount regarding size, weight, strength, and number 

(e.g. a few miles, many miles), extent (e.g. small amount, large 

amount), and proximity in time and space (e.g. nearby mountain, 

distant mountain).  

4. Research Questions: 

     Therefore, attempts have been made to answer the following 

research questions:   

a) To what extent is media discourse replete with structures 

reflecting interpersonal meanings? 

b) How evaluation is linguistically expressed in feminist media 

discourse? 

c) How do media writers represent their presence in the selected 

texts? To what extent are they subjective or objective? How do 

they construct for themselves particular authorial identities in 
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relation to others? How do they approve/ disapprove, 

enthuse/abhor, and applaud/ criticize? How do they align or 

dis/align themselves with actual and potential respondents in 

discourse? How do they construct for their texts intended or ideal 

audience?  

d) To what extent do they represent communities of shared 

feelings, attitudes, values and normative assessments?  

5. Results: 

     Along the system of attitude, there is an extensive use of 

attitudinal meanings. Attitudinal clauses represent 47 % in text no. 

1, 58 % in text no. 2 and, 88 % in text no. 3. Negative attitudinal 

clauses represent 100 % in text no. 1, 85 % in text no. 2, and 91 % 

in text no. 3.  

     Along the system of engagement, media writers make use of 

the speech act of assertion in order to impose their stance on 

readers. Monoglossic utterances represent 50 % in text no. 1, 42 % 

in text no. 2 and, 50.7 % in text no. 3.  Swaylam contracts rather 

than expands the space for other alternative views. Categories of 

dialogic contraction exceed categories of dialogic expansion. 

Categories of dialogic contraction represent 85 % in text no. 1, 70 

% in text no. 2 and, 88 % in text no. 3. With regard to categories 

of dialogic contraction, disclaim exceeds proclaim in all texts 

under analysis. Categories of disclaim represent 89.6 % in text no. 

1, 90 % in text no. 2 and 76.6 % in text no. 3. Negation is 

extensively used in comparison with concession/ counter-

expectation devices. Negative devices represent 69 % in text no. 

1, 68 % in text no. 2 and 60.8 % in text no. 3. Swaylam makes use 

of concur and pronounce devices in order to limit the scope for 

other alternative views. Pronouncement devices represent 100 % 

in text no. 1, 50 % in text no. 2 and 57 % in text no. 3. For 

categories of dialogic expansion, Swaylam dominates her 

discourse by reading and investigating different phenomena with a 

limited reference to other alternative stance. Categories of 
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attribute is limited in comparison with categories of entertain. 

Moreover, all instances of attribute are of the distance type. 

Entertainment devices represent 60 % in text no. 1, 100 % in text 

no. 2 and 75 % in text no. 3.  

     Along the system of Gradability, up-scaling devices are 

extensively used in comparison with down-scaling devices. Up-

grading devices represent 100 % in text no. 1, 2, and 3.  

6. Analysis: 

6.1. The system of attitude: 

     Along the system of attitude, negative adjectives of affect 

(unhappiness, insecurity and dissatisfaction), judgment and 

appreciation are employed to indicate the negative attitudes of 

Swaylam towards the position of women and women‟s issues in 

Arab societies and culture. The image of man in general and the 

image of Arab men in particular are negatively judged by 

Swaylam as products of patriarchal societies that exercise all 

forms of discrimination against women.  

     The effect of women‟s work on the constitution of the Arab 

family is an important subject of concern. Swaylam believes that 

there is no contradiction between women‟s work and success in 

the public spheres of life and their success in private spheres of 

life represented in the form of the family. She adopts a negative 

attitude of unhappiness towards those who believe that women‟s 

independence destroys the family institution.  

     She adopts a negative attitude of dissatisfaction towards the 

Arab culture, the Arab society and its legal system that are 

believed to discriminate against women.  

Examples: 

انحاكى فً تٍرّ ػهً َسائّ ٔ أتُائّ )سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش  انًرسهظْزا الأب -

8- 9.) 
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„This authoritative father who controls his wives and children at 

home‟ 

/haaða l?abu lmutasallitu lħaakimu fi baytihi ؟ala nisaa?ihi wa 

?abnaa?ih/ 

[The system of attitude: negative judgment: social sanction: 

propriety: authoritative] 

يٍ اػرثاس اسرقلال انًشأج... اػرثاسآ فاسذآ ٌٓذو  تؤسآنٍس ُْاك أشذ  -

 (.23الأسشج)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش

„There is nothing more miserable than considering the 

independence of women… a corrupt issue  that destroys the 

family‟ 

/laysa hunaaka ?aŠaddu bu?san min i؟tibaari stiqlaali lmar?ati … 

i؟tibaaran faasidan yahdimu l?usrata/ 

[The system of attitude: negative affect: unhappiness: / bu?san/ 

„misery‟] 

6.2. The system of engagement: 

6.2.1. Monoglossic utterances and the miss use of the speech act 

of assertion: 

     Along the system of engagement, monoglossic utterances in 

Swaylam‟s discourse are expressed by unmodified equational, 

verbal, topic-comment sentences (Badawi et al., 2004, p. 306). 

Swaylam takes for granted a set or propositions that leave no 

space for discussion but to accuse Arab culture and Arab societies 

of all forms of discrimination against women. Moreover, she 

accuses religion of being the main obstacle in the way of the 

achievement of women‟s equality, freedom and progress. The 

relationship between men and women in Arab societies is set 

around a group of images where men are associated with all vices 

and sins, and women are associated with all kinds of submission 

and weakness. Swaylam goes further to criticize the role of men in 



 Stance-taking and the language of evaluation in the media discourse of the Arab 

feminist writer Lamia Swaylam: a study in Systemic Functional Linguistics 

11 

the destruction of family life and in issuing discriminatory family 

laws (e.g. divorce, custody, and marriage).   

Examples: 

انفشد ضذ َفسّ ٔ ضذ انجًٍغ )سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث،  ًٌٍضفً َظاو يسرثذ -

 (.29سطش

„an authoritative system that discriminates between the individual 

and himself and the individual and others‟ 

/fii nizaamin mustabiddin yumayyizu lfarddu didda nafsihi wa 

didda lgamii؟/ 

[a topic comment sentence: the topic is / nizaamin mustabiddin/ 

„an authoritative system‟ and the comment is a verbal sentence in 

an imperfect tense / yumayyizu/ „discriminates‟] 

 (.8انًجرًؼاخ الإسلايٍح جًٍؼٓا يجرًؼاخ أتٌٕح )سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش -

„Islamic societies as a whole are fatherly societies‟ 

/?almugtamaa؟atu lislaamiyyatu gamii؟uha mugtamaa؟atun 

?abawiyyatun/ 

[an equational sentence (noun + noun): the subject is 

/?almugtama؟aatu l?islaamiyyatu/ „Islamic societies‟ and the 

predicate is /mugtama؟aatun ?abawiyyatun/ „fatherly societies‟]    

 (.1انرجم )سويهى، اننص الأول، سطر عثادجعهي جسد انمرأج  انتسهط-

„the authoritativeness on women‟s flesh is a man‟s means to 

worship God‟  

/?attasallutu ؟ala gasadi lmar?ati ؟ibaadatu rraguli/ 

[an equational sentence: the subject is a noun /?attasallutu/ 

„authoritativeness‟ and the predicate is a noun /؟ibaadatu/ 

„worship‟] 

Examples: 
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انًشأج ٔ ذرؼايم يؼٓا كقاصشج  ذظهىفكم أحكاو انضٔاج ٔ انطلاق ٔ انحضاَح انرً  -

 (.  4)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش

„for all marriage, divorce and nursery laws that do injustice 

towards women and deal with them as minors‟ 

/fa kullu ?aħkaami zzawaagi wa ttalaaqi wa lħadaanati llati 

tazlimu lmar?ata wa tata؟aamalu ma؟aha kaqasiratin/ 

[The system of engagement: monoglossic utterance: relative 

clause with an imperfect tense: /tazlimu lmar?ata wa tata؟aamalu 

ma؟aha kaqasiratin/ „do injustice towards women and deal with 

them as minors‟] 

6.2.2. Negation: 

     Swaylam makes an extensive use of negation and negative 

devices in order to reject, deny and object to a list of propositions 

that are related to the position of men and women in Arab 

societies, women's oppression by men in the name of religion, the 

control of the masculine authority on the social system in Arab 

societies, the divorce and marriage laws which discriminate 

against women, underage marriage and the family and family life. 

Negation is expressed by a set of negative particles such as /laa/ لا 

'not'; /laa wa laa/ لا ٔ لا 'neither-nor'; /lam/ نى 'not'; /laysa/ نٍس 'not'; 

/kana wa lazala/ كاٌ ٔ لاصال 'was and still'; /layazalu/ لا ٌضال 'still‟. 

     Swaylam objects to the kind of treatment and performance of 

Arab men towards women. She uses negation in order to criticize 

men for unfairness in imposing religious restrictions on women 

while setting themselves free from religious constraints. She 

objects to the tendency of Arab culture to discriminate against 

women. Underage marriage is one of these restrictions. Women in 

such Arab societies are considered in Swaylam's perspective as 

dependent participants who lack the essential qualifications for 

individual independence and who lack the important abilities to 

make their own decisions. She objects to the laws that are 

produced by patriarchal societies to oppress women. Swaylam 
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objects to the claimed contradiction between women's equality 

and the stability of the family. Feminists including Swaylam 

perceive the family as a source of oppression and discrimination 

against women. She objects to using the family as a justification 

of depriving women of equality. 

Examples: 

ٌفشض ػهى َفسّ صلاج انجًاػح، ٌفشض ػهٍٓا ػذو لا ٌفشض ػهٍٓا انحجاب ٔ -

 -34)سٌٕهى، انُص الأٔل، سطش                                              انؼًم فً قطاع يخرهظ، ٌٔذٌش ْٕ قسً ا َسائٍ  ا،

32.) 

'he imposes on her wearing the veil and he does not impose on 

oneself congregational prayers; he imposes on her not to work in a 

mixed sector and  he heads a women's department' 

/yafridu ؟alayha lћigaaba wa laa yafridu ؟ala nafsihi salaata 

lgamaa؟ati, yafridu ؟alayha ؟adama l؟amali fi qitaa؟in muxtalatin 

wa yudiiru huwa qisman nisaa?iyyan/      

 كشاشذج لاذرؼايم يؼٓا كقاصشج  ...طلاق ٔانحضاَح انرً فكم أحكاو انضٔاج ٔان -

 (.4)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش

'for all marriage, divorce, and nursery laws that … deal with 

women as female minors, and not mature 

/fa kullu ?aћkaami zzawaagi wa ttalaaqi wa lћadaanati allati … 

tata؟aamalu ma؟aha kaqaasiratin laa karaŠidatin/   

6.2. 3. Concession/ counter/expectation devices: 

     A set of concession/ counter-expectation devices is used for 

'countering' a group of expectations and propositions in Arab 

societies towards women and women's related issues. 

Conjunctions and connectives are represented by /laakin/ نكه and 

/laakinna/   نكه      'but' and /bal/ تم 'rather, and exceptives such as /laa-

illa/ إلا -لا  'not-but' or 'not- except'. These conjunctions and 

connectives are used in order to contradict a set of propositions. 
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Contrary to expectation, Swaylam contradicts the proposition that 

religious societies guarantee a normal course of relationship 

between man and his God and that there is no gender distinction in 

performing religious duties on men‟s and women‟s part.  

     Conjunctions with denials /laysa ?illa/ „nothing but‟ نيس إلا and 

/laa…?illa/ „not… but‟ لا… إلا   are used to stress the proposition 

that rigidity in religious matters and the construction of Arab 

family laws are two forms of the exploitation of women by the 

masculine authority. The exceptive particle /laa…?illa/ لا… إلا   is 

used to support the proposition that the family represents a form 

of women‟s exploitation and degradation. The conjunction but is 

used to stress the Arab feminist preferred conclusion that 

women‟s independence is a real challenge for masculine 

patriarchal societies.    

Examples: 

                              شكلا  يٍ أشكال انسهطح انزكٕسٌح  نٍس إلاانرصهة فً انًٕاقف انذٌٍُح     ٌ  إ -

 (. 32 -34)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش  انًسرحكًح تانجًٍغ

'Indeed the rigidity in religious stances is nothing but a form of 

persistent masculine authority over all' 

/?inna ttasalluba fi lmawaaqifi ddiiniyyati laysa ?illa Šaklan min 

?aŠkaali ssultati aòòukuuriyyati lmustaћkimati bi lgamii؟i/ 

ػهى اضطٓاد انًشأج ٔٔضؼٓا ذحد أدَى ششٔط انؼٍش إلا ذثذٔ قائًح  لاالأسشج انرً  -

 (. 23)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش  انكشٌى

'the family that seems to stand only on the oppression of women 

and on making them under the minimum requirements of decent 

living' 

/?al?usrata llati laa tabduu qaa?imatan ?illa ؟ala idtihaadi lmar?ati 

wa wad؟ihaa taћta ?adnaa Šuruuti l؟ayŠi lkariii/ 

6.2.4. Concurrence and Concur devices: 
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     Swaylam uses rhetorical questions to criticize women‟s 

position in family life in the Arab world. Rhetorical questions are 

introduced by interrogative particles such as /hal/ ْم'is; does', 

/limaaða/ „why‟ نماذا, and /lima/ „why‟نى. Concur is used in order to 

create a presupposed ideological space of agreement between the 

writer and his readers on a set of propositions. 

Examples: 

)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش  ذثذٔ انًشأج فقظ ًْ انًسؤٔنح ػٍ ْزِ الأسشج فهًارا -

2.) 

'so why do only women seem responsible for a family' 

/fa limaaòa tabdu lmar?atu faqat hiya lmas?uulatu ؟an haaðihi 

l?usrati/ 

)سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث،  ذثذٔ يسؤٔنٍرٓا يجشد ٔاجثاخ دٌٔ حقٕق نًارأتالأصح  -

 (.   3سطش

'and properly speaking, why do their responsibilities seem to 

involve just duties without rights'  

/wa bi l?asaћћi limaaða tabdu mas?uuliyyatuha mugarrada 

waagibaatin duuna ћuquuqin/ 

6.2.5. Pronouncement and pronounce devices: 

     Swaylam uses intensifiers with clausal scope such as /?inna/ 

„indeed‟   إن     and /?anna/ „indeed‟   أن     to emphasize the proposition 

that the masculine power in Arab societies exploits their authority, 

control and power over women in the name of religion. She 

emphasizes the proposition that men instead of women can be the 

main reason for the destruction of a family and that cultural 

change is an effective method for improving the position of 

women in Arab societies and for modifying discriminatory laws 

Examples: 
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 ٌؼجض ػٍ يًاسسح انؼثادج، فٍؤيش انُساء ذحد ٔصاٌرّ ٔٔلاٌرّ ػهى ذؼثذ الله ّ    إَ   -

 (.22هى، انُص الأٔل، سطش)سٌٕ

'indeed he is unable to worship God and so he orders women 

under his guardianship and government to worship God' 

/?innahu ya؟gazu ؟an mumaarasati l؟ibaadati faya?muru nnisa?a 

taћta wisaayatihi wa wilaayatihi ؟ala ta؟abbudi llaahi/ 

6.2.6. Entertainment and entertain devices: 

     Categories of entertain are linguistically expressed by modal 

auxiliaries. Modal auxiliaries include modals such as /laa yagibu/ 

 .('does not have to' and the tense operator /li/ 'have to' لا يجة

Swaylam uses the modal /laa yagibu/ „does not have to‟ لا يجة in 

order to express the strong recommendation that cultural change is 

to be coupled with legal change in order to eliminate 

discrimination against women. She uses the tense operator /li/ 

„have to‟ ل in order to express the necessity of destroying the 

family institution because it is a form of women‟s exploitation and 

patriarchal control. 

 

Examples: 

 (.23الأسشج )سٌٕهى، انُص انثانث، سطش نُٓذوَؼى -

'yes, we have to destroy the family' 

/na؟am linahdima l?usrata/ 

 (.23، سطش انثانث)سٌٕهى، انُص  كم قٍٕد الأتٌٕح ٔنُكسش -

'and we have to break all fatherly chains'  

/walinaksira kulla quyuudi l?abawiyyata/ 
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6.3.Gradability: 

     Swaylam tends to up-grade her evaluation of qualities, 

processes, amounts and different categories in discourse.  

Example: 

يٍ اضطٓاد  طٌٕمانششف الإسلايً ٔانؼشتً انًهقى ػهى أجساد انُساء، ْٕ ذاسٌخ  -

)سٌٕهى،  انشجم نهًشأج، ٔيٍ سٍطشج انسهطح انزكٕسٌح ػهى انُظاو الاجرًاػً نذٌُا

 (.4 -2انُص الأٔل، سطش

„the Arab and Islamic honor placed on women‟s bodies is a long 

history of oppression on the part of men towards women and of 

control of the masculine authority on the social system on our 

country‟ 

/aŠŠarafu alislamiyyu wa al؟arabiyyu almulqa ؟ala ?gsadi annisa?i 

huwa tariyxun tawiylun min idtihadi arraguli lilmar?ati wa min 

saytarati assultati aððukuwriyati ؟ala annizami aligtima؟i ladayna/ 

[Gradability: force: quantification: extent: how long lasting: 

/tawiylun/ 'long'] 

7. Discussion & Conclusion: 

     Along the system of attitude, it is fair to stress the huge effect 

played by attitudinal meanings in emotionally blocking all trials of 

reconciliation between feminist and anti-feminist advocates. Such 

attitudinally over-loaded language used in media discourse incites 

rather than unite different directions and attitudes. And thus 

expressing attitudes in media discourse is purposeful. The 

extensive use of attitudinal meanings in media discourse is used as 

a strategy to influence and affect addresses to adopt positive 

and/or negative positions towards the different objects discussed 

in discourse. Heightening certain emotional responses, judgments 

and appreciations and suppressing other possible reactions leaves 

a restricted space for the addresses to hold other alternative 

evaluations as valid and justifiable (Jovanović-Krstić, 2005, p. 
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248). To put it another way, the extensive use of attitudinal 

meanings is attributed to the desirability of Swaylam to use 

language effectively in order to position their readers attitudinally 

to adopt a predetermined set of evaluative meanings. This 

confirms Katz‟s (1989) view that “Attitudes were seen as a means 

for meeting some need of the individual” (p. XII). Musgrove 

(1998) adds that attitude is not only an expression of a „state of 

mind‟ but also a “preparation for action” (p. 85). He also 

concludes that our attitudes do not only reflect our “disposition or 

stance of an object or event, but one‟s routine predisposition 

toward an object or event” (p. 85). In such a way, it is highly 

recommended that in carrying out the act of evaluation media 

writers be aware of the negative effects of the extensive use of 

attitudinal meanings in widening the gap between those who 

support feminism and those who reject their values and ideals. At 

least, they have to be balanced in their expressions of negative and 

positive attitudinal meanings in order to seem objective in their 

expression of media messages.  

     Along the system of engagement, it is fair to stress that 

language is intentionally manipulated to achieve certain 

communicative purposes in media discourse. Media language does 

not only transmit facts and information about the real world, but it 

also makes use of the linguistic system of a language in order to 

communicate opinions, beliefs and views that reflect a possible 

representation of the world around us or part of an expected 

possible representation. The linguistic tools (lexical and structural) 

act as moulds chosen by language users to pour their ideological 

estimations and socio-cultural values. 

     In media discourse, the speech act of assertion is strategically 

used to convey other communicative functions. Linguistically, an 

assertion is defined as “full telling of full knowledge” (Davies, 

2006, p. 151). According to Weiner (2007), an assertion is proper 

if and only if the asserted proposition is true in the real world (p. 

190). Since language is used and even manipulated to fulfill 

certain communicative targets in the selected situational context, 



 Stance-taking and the language of evaluation in the media discourse of the Arab 

feminist writer Lamia Swaylam: a study in Systemic Functional Linguistics 

19 

media writers violate the main rule of the speech act of assertion 

and use it in order to convey their ideological orientations towards 

different propositions involved in discourse. Instead of reflecting 

propositions that represent the real world, the speech act of 

assertion is used to echo the writers‟ ideological assumptions and 

estimations. In other words, the use of the linguistic structure of 

the speech act of assertion shifts a proposition from a 

presupposed/ possible world into a truth value proposition that is 

supposed to represent the real world (see, Stalnaker, 1999, p. 79). 

In such a way, media writers direct their readers to adopt such 

propositions as facts that are not open for discussion or argument. 

Through the violation of the main rule of the speech act of 

assertion, media writers exclude those of other ideological 

orientations and dominate the whole interaction. They incite rather 

than reconcile different views among the opposing camps. So, 

assertions are liable to praise or criticism (Williamson, 1996, p. 

489). Consequently, it is recommended that media writers make a 

careful use of the speech act of assertion and verify, if possible, 

the content of a proposition before asserting it because making 

assertions puts a responsibility on the part of media writers for the 

truth or at least knowledge of their assertions (see, Williamson, 

1996, p. 522). 

     Media writers resort to the use of other linguistic structures 

other than monoglossic utterances in order to impose their 

ideological orientations on their addressees. They make use of the 

linguistic tools of dialogic contraction in order to contract the 

space for other dialogic alternatives. One of these linguistic tools 

is the use of categories of disclaim (concession/ counter-

expectation devices and negation) and categories of proclaim (e.g. 

rhetorical questions, emphatic words and results of verifiable 

studies).  

     Directness in contracting the space for other alternative views 

is used as a strategy of coercion. It is conveyed through the 

extensive use of categories of disclaim including concession/ 

counter-expectation devices and negation. Media writers dominate 
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the whole scene of discourse and the whole process of interaction 

with other participants. Negation is used as a strategy of rejection 

and exclusion of other alternative stances, while concession/ 

counter-expectation devices are employed as direct means of 

countering expected propositions.  

     Other indirect strategies of imposition are reflected through the 

use of categories of proclaim that limit the scope for other 

alternative views and stances. Concur (e.g. rhetorical questions) is 

one of these strategies used by media writers in order to build a 

sense of a presupposed agreement with readers on a set of 

prepositions. Such presupposed agreement is imposed on 

participants and they are expected to respond positively to these 

propositions. Pronounce is another strategy where media writers 

use a set of emphatic words to strengthen their authorial stance 

and leave a narrow space for doubt and uncertainty on the 

addresses‟ part. Media writers draw on concur devices 

(represented mainly be rhetorical questions) more than on 

endorsement devices because they seek to affect their readers 

emotionally by the extensive use of rhetorical questions than 

mentally by citing credible data of verifiable studies. Such 

interpretation adds to the whole image that the evaluations of 

media writers are true reflections of their ideological subjective 

stances. 

     The study affirms the proposition that categories of dialogic 

contraction and categories of dialogic expansion differ in their 

“intersubjective functionality” (Martin & White, 2005, p. 102). 

Though limited in representation, categories of dialogic expansion 

indicate a positive constructive dimension in media discourse 

where readers are seen as active participants in discourse. They 

are deprived from or restricted in diagnosing the problems but 

they are given the change to be involved as active interactants in 

determining the strategies that are to be taken to overcome these 

problems. Categories of entertain (e.g. modality) open a space for 

offering solutions that are related to the question of “what is the 

course of action that is to be taken in a certain context towards an 



 Stance-taking and the language of evaluation in the media discourse of the Arab 

feminist writer Lamia Swaylam: a study in Systemic Functional Linguistics 

21 

issue of concern”. Modality is used as a strategy for offering 

solutions, expressing necessity, set obligations and/ or expressing 

other expectations towards an issue. Categories of dialogic 

expansion are also employed for mitigating criticism especially in 

the feminist criticism of the religious institution.  

     Media writers make a strategic use of the linguistic structure of 

attribution devices especially for those instances of the 

acknowledgment type. The inclusion of other non-authorial voices 

in discourse portrays a positive image of the authorial voice as an 

“informational fair trader” (Martin & White, 2005, p. 115). 

However, media writers in the selected texts of analysis seek to 

acknowledge non-authorial voices which confirm and support 

their authorial stances and distance non-authorial voices that are 

contradictory and inappropriate to their own authorial voices. To 

put it another way, attribution is intentionally used in order to 

convince readers of the main arguments and evaluations of the 

writers themselves. Thus, attribution of the distance type is 

restricted in media discourse. Attribution is also used to introduce 

a topic for comment and/ or criticism.  

     Along the system of graduation, Gradability is used as another 

tool for achieving strategic functions of communication. Media 

writers magnify propositional and attitudinal meanings through 

the linguistic devices of up-grading in order to have a direct and 

strong effect on readers. Up-grading devices contract and even 

close the space for contradiction and difference. The writers‟ 

strong commitment to the expressed meanings and propositions 

turn the role of addresses into a passive role where they are 

expected to hold the same ideological orientations of writers. In 

conclusion, the linguistic analysis of Gradability adds to the 

negative effect of inciting rather than the positive pole of 

achieving reconciliation among contradictory and opposing 

receivers. 

     In conclusion, all these strategies are employed by media 

writers in order to attract more readers towards adopting similar 
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ideological orientations. However, these strategies alienate those 

who adopt other contradictory ideological orientations and so a 

wide gap is created and the clash between opposing camps gets 

more and more heated.  
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Transcription Conventions: 
A. Consonants 

 Voiceless glottal stop ء /?/

/b/ ب Voiced bilabial stop 

/t/ ت Voiceless alveolar stop 

/t/ ط Voiceless velarized alveolar stop 

/d/ د Voiced alveolar stop 

/d/ ض Voiced velarized alveolar stop 

/k/ ك Voiceless velar stop 

/g/ ج Voiced velar stop 

/q/ ق Voiceless uvular stop 

 Voiced pharyngeal fricative ع /؟/

/f/ ف Voiceless labio- dental fricative 

/θ/ ث Voiceless dental fricative 

/ð/ ذ Voiced dental fricative 

/z/ ظ Voiced velarized dental fricative 

/s/ س Voiceless alveolar fricative 

/s/ ص Voiceless velarized alveolar fricative 

/z/ ز Voiced alveolar fricative 

/Š/ ش Voiceless palato- alveolar fricative 

/x/ خ Voiceless velar fricative 

/gh/ غ Voiced uvular fricative 

/h/ ه Voiceless laryngeal fricative 

/ħ/ ح Voiceless pharyngeal fricative 

/r/ ر Voiced Flap/ trill 

/l/ ل Voiced lateral 

/m/ و Voiced Bilabial nasal 

/n/ ن Voiced Alveolar nasal 

/w/ و Voiced Bilabial glide 

/y/ ى Voiced Palatal glide 
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B. Vowels 

/i/   ِ    Short close front vowel 

/a/   ِ    Short open central vowel 

/u/   ِ    Short close back vowel 

/ii/ ي Long close front vowel 

/aa/ آ Long open central vowel 

/uu/ و Long close back vowel 

 

Appendices: 

Appendix A: (Text no. 1) 

  !عبادة الرجل …التسلط على جسد المرأة 

 

. 

. 
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Appendix B: (Text no. 2) 

 من يصنع القانون الذي يميز ضد المرأة؟ 

.

. 
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. 

. 

. 

.

Appendix C: (Text no. 3) 
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  !اتفاقية السيداو.. تكديد السلطة الذكورية

! 

. 

. 

“

. 
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